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The Business of War: Flagship Products,
Fuel and F16, are on Naked Display

Flabbergasting the bellicose of belligerency by
Warmonger or dollar monger? The humanity is in
enigma to tick the cause so far. As technology gets
aggressive metamorphosis in the 21st century,
human beings are moving into the doldrums of
social and emotional anathema. The contour and
landscape of harmony in the world have been
disarrayed. The life fabrics and living coordinates
have been seismically juxtaposed, like plate
tectonics. The principle of “Machiavellianism”

again resurrects to surface in the power geometry
of the globe.

The traits or political philosophy characterized by
cunning, manipulation, and a cynical disregard
for morality, focusing solely on gaining and
maintaining power is now emerging as new
mantra which is defined by using deceitful,

strategic actions—often described as “the end
justifies the means”—to achieve selfish goals,
rather than for the greater good.

The situational pitfall of the Middle East war is a
fall out of Machiavellian’s disposition.

A misnomer of the Islamic republic of Iran was
never a republic nor a monarchial kingdom. It
has been governed by religious line with tyranny
and oppression with deadlock conservatism.
In the era of individual liberty and freedom,
women emancipation movements are being
tried to break the shackle s and churn the male
chauvinism. Misogynists have no more a place in
civilized society. Iran had seen massive women
protest against Hijab and lot many have lost lives
by the conservative ruler.

US had been in an impression of the support of
Iranian people against the Khamenei regime. The

Last Fortnight »

long time apprehension of nuke capability and
continuous threat to world peace by Iranian proxy
combined with own business interest in Middle
East spark the ignition thru Israel aspiration bow
down Iran on its knees, resulting a unprecedented
war.
The ongoing Middle East war is reshaping the
global economic order and geopolitical landscape,
with significant implications for India’s diplomacy.
The conflict has led to a surge in energy prices,
disrupted global supply chains, and created
uncertainty in international markets.
This war has its far-reaching impact on business
and economy. Increase in energy prices, disruption
in supply chain, pressure on inflation has its direct
impact on global economic order. Interestingly,
businesses are making profits from the Middle
East war in several ways. Growth
of energy stocks, increased
demand for defense products
= from defense contractors like
. Lockheed Martin, Northrop
Grumman. Investors are
flocking to gold, pushing prices
=E ahove $5,300 per ounce, as a
hedge against uncertainty and
potential inflation.
The impact of the war is being
felt globally, resulting in mini-war
in Indian kitchens by impacting
| cooking gas supplies with prices
surging and shortages reported.
From home to external affairs,
India is facing the heat. India’s core team knows
deep within that, along with Iran, India’s growing
global influence is another target of this war.
Although India’s initiatives like the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) is getting
hit due to the current developments, India’s
diplomatic efforts are in full gear focusing on
balancing relations with Middle Eastern nations,
ensuring energy security and economic interests.
The bottom line is the Middle East countries still
want the continuation of war for little long so
that their backlog will be cleared and their profits
will be booked sufficiently on the other hand
western weapon manufacturers want to reap
commendable market cap from the conflict. This
is not a war for peace rather a war of business.
Dr. Sudhir Kumar Das
drsudhirkdas@gmail.com

¢ Economic growth is expected to surpass current estimates after data

overhaul.

# SB| Research warns of potential economic slowdown due to West

Asia conflict.

# India Plans $11 Billion Fund for Domestic Chip making, aims to at-
tract major chipmakers with subsidies and engineering talent.

¢ India’s Peak Power Demand to Cross 9,000 MW
¢ India’s Inflation Rises to 10-Month High: CPI inflation quickens to

3.2% in February 2026.

¢ Gujarat plans X4.08 lakh crore investment in mining and semicon-

ductors.

¢ Indian Railways approves two special trains from Odisha.

¢ Petroleum Minister Hardeep Puri assured Parliament that India’s
crude supply position is secure, with 70% of imports coming from

non-Hormuz sources.

¢ CPI Inflation Rises to 10-Month High of 3.2% in February 2026

# A S300 billion deal aims to establish the first new US refinery in 50
years, with India’s Reliance Industries investing.

¢ India Buys 30 Million Barrels of Russian Crude after US Waiver.
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This Fortnight

March 13-15: Odisha Parba, a cultural extravaganza of Dance, Mu-
sic & Food from the Land of Jagannath, Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium,
New Delhi

March 15: International Conference on Text Mining for Market Re-
search and Insights (ICTMMRI), Bhubaneswar.

Mar 15: Womens Car Rally for Cancer Awareness, Bhubaneswar.
Mar 15: Bhubaneswar Design & Innovation Summit, Bhubaneswar.
Mar 21-23: Fit India Carnival, Puri Sea Beach.

Mar 24: National Indoor Athletics Championship, Kalinga Stadium,
Bhubaneswar.

Think big, think fast, think ahead.
Ideas are no one’s monopoly
Dhirubhai Ambani




THE BUSINESS BREAKING

BI-LINGUAL (ENGLISH, ODIA)

VOLUME 01, ISSUE 02

MARCH (16" TO 31%) 2026

PAGE 2

Manasi, Madam Murmu and
Meloni: True Inspirations in the

era of Social Media Influence

Sixty-one-year-old sexual health educator
Seema Anand added thousands of
followers in few days after revealing on
social media that she was once proposed
by a 16-year-old teenager. A fact or a
fiction, but this viral clip achieved the
desired target by increasing her Instagram
followers to more than 7.5 lakh. From 61
years down to 16 years, social media is
filled with women who influence, instigate
but hardly inspire. Even, private videos are
made available in public domain, but wait,
on payment. Top influencers like Shruti
Arjun Anand with 1.2 subscribers earns
as big as 45 crore rupees. Such massive
engagements and earnings of content
creators influence the female mass to
exhibit and even exposes themselves for
validation that translates into money.
Excessive engagement and endless earning
from social media platforms is gradually

Viewlinder

Sibasis Satapathy

resulting in the “do nothing” generation
which refers to a rising trend among
the youth to reject culture, tangible yet
traditional career paths. On the other
hand, Social media revolution has its
positive social impact. Change makers
like 25-year-old Charubala Barik, fondly
called the “Twitter Girl” of Odisha, uses
Twitter to transform. She tweets about
other people’s problems. Her tweets get
attention and solve problems. Today’s
unstoppable women should groom
themselves ~ with  strong  character,
deep moral values, higher intelligence,
and inner strength to be “woman of
substance”. Manasi Pradhan, winner of
Rani Laxmibai Stree Puraskar is one such
woman. From walking 15 kilometers daily
to attend school to walking up to the global
platforms, Manasi’s’s journey exemplifies
resilience. She launched the “Honour
for Women National Campaign” in 2009
to combat violence against women. Her
initiatives have inspired institutional
reforms, uplifted thousands of women,
and garnered national and international
recognition.

Madam President Murmu is another iron
lady whose journey from Rairangpur to
Rashtrapati Bhawan epitomizes ‘guts to
glory’. On 26 July 2022, when Droupadi
Murmu took the oath as the 15th President
of India, it was not just a ceremony at the
high office, it was the celebration of the
indomitable spirit of a woman who can
inspire millions living at the remotest
corners. Even after facing untimely death
of 5 of her family members within 7 years,
she exhibited patience and perseverance
to climb up in the ladder to become the
President of the World’s largest democracy.

When in 1990s, Madam Murmu was
scripting her inspiring journey in India,
another strong lady in another part of the
world was exhibiting her nerves of steel. In
1992, in Italy, at the age of 15 only, Meloni
joined the Youth Front, the youth wing of
the Italian Social Movement (MSI). Being
raised in a working-class environment,
Meloni started working for Italy while
strongly believing in defending “Dio, Patria,
Famiglia” (‘God, Fatherland, Family’). She
is the first woman to hold the office and
the head of the third-longest government
in the history of the Italian Republic.

Both Murmu and Meloni, with striking
similarities, like starting from humble
background to becoming Councilors and
Ministers before adorning the highest
office in their respective countries, emit
same aura with a loud and clear message:
Do not just superficially influence to earn
millions, but purposefully inspire millions
to be change makers.

Other View A4

Trump Announces $300 Billion Partnership with
Reliance to Build First Major US Refinery in 50 Years

President Donald Trump has announced
a historic 300 billion US Dollars
partnership with India’s Reliance
Industries Ltd to open America First
Refining, the first new major oil refinery
in the US in 50 years. Trump made the
announcement in a post on the social
media platform Truth Social, describing §
the project as a landmark deal for the |
US energy sector. F
Located at the Port of Brownsville, |
Texas, the facility is described as the
largest investment in U.S. history and
is expected to create thousands of jobs
while serving as the cleanest refinery in
the world.
This strategic move follows his America
First agenda of lowering taxes and
streamlining permits to achieve energy |
dominance. The announcement comes
at a critical time as conflict in West Asia,
involving Iranian strikes on regional
energy infrastructure and military bases, has
severely disrupted global oil supplies through
the Strait of Hormuz. By boosting domestic
production and exports, the new refinery aims
to strengthen American national security and
stabilise energy markets amid these global
tensions.
RIL And US Shale Gas

Point of View A4

America First Refining, in its statement, put
the timeline for ground-breaking as early as
April-June this year. It also said that the offtake
term sheet with the “global supermajor” will
secure commitments to purchase, process and
distribute American-produced energy exclusively
sourced from American shale oil. If the deal
fructifies, it would be RIUs second tryst with US
Shale. The Indian energy conglomerate entered

& the US Shale gas space in 2010, only
to start divesting in 2014, and making
a full exit by 2021. RIUs Jamnagar
facility in Gujarat is the world’s largest
single-location refinery, and produces
a significant amount of export volumes
from one of its special economic zone
. (SEZ) units. For the full year 2024-25,
RIUs oil-to-chemicals segment exports
| were valued at Rs 2.83 trillion.

India Inc In America

Whichever way this deal goes, RIL would
not be the first Indian company with
significant investments in the US. Aditya
Birla Group’s Hindalco Industries produces
{ and sells in the US market, through its US
unit Novelis, an asset bought in 2007 in a
then $6 billion deal. In more recent times,
multiple solar manufacturers have set
production facilities in the US, primarily to
gain from the previous US government’s
Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) benefits.
Any significant investments from India in building
US capacities will also augur well in India’s ongoing
trade talks with the US. All of this, however, is in
the distant future. Much is to be figured out if the
potential deal was to fructify — investment figure,
economics of setting up in a country with high
labour costs, and whether the US government
would offer any perks.

Powering Resilience: India’s Long-Term Energy Strategy

Operation Epic Fury has had an impact of epic
proportions on world energy prices, sending
crude oil prices skyrocketing to $120 per barrel
just a few days ago. Since then, prices have
remained volatile, keeping the entire energy
market on edge. At the centre of global concern
lies the Strait of Hormuz, the world’s most critical
chokepoint, through which nearly one-fifth of
global crude oil passes. The Strait of Hormuz
matters significantly for India’s energy supplies,
but things currently look manageable. Over the
last 11 years, India has actively diversified the
sources of its energy imports. India has also
worked to change the mix of its energy sources,
strongly pushing domestically generated
renewable energy.

Imagine if this crisis had hit India a decade
ago. With almost all our oil and gas coming
from the same volatile region and no real
alternatives in place, the impact would have
been devastating. Petrol and diesel prices would
have shot up overnight crippling transport and
pushing inflation through the roof. India has
relative remain insulated to the churn caused
by the crisis. In comparison, other countries are
struggling significantly. Japan, already burdened
by record-high public debt, has become one of
the most vulnerable economies. The gas-reliant
UK has seen immediate price spikes leading to
renewed inflation. Nations like Egypt and Turkey
are confronting fresh inflationary pressures.
Singapore is dealing with sharp increases in
electricity and petrol costs, while South Korea
has resorted to imposing a fuel price cap for the
first time in nearly three decades to stabilize its
economy amid the oil surge.

The current crisis therefore offers an important
reminder; India’s relative resilience today is not
accidental. It is the result of deliberate policy
choices made over the past decade under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to diversify energy
sources and strengthen domestic capacity.

In today’s interconnected world, no country can
be fully self-sufficient in energy. Even advanced
economies rely on global supply chains for
fuel, technology and critical minerals. The
real challenge is not eliminating dependence
altogether, but ensuring that a single disruption
does not cripple the entire system.

Over the past decade, India has steadily moved
in that direction. Through a strategy of multi-
alignment diplomacy, the country has expanded
its crude sourcing network from 27 countries to
over 40, reducing reliance on any single supplier
or region. In the event of supply disruptions in
one part of the world, this broader network
provides India with greater flexibility to adjust.

Thus not putting all eggs in same basket has
helped us sail through.

At the same time, India has accelerated the
expansion of its domestic energy capacity. The
country’s total installed electricity capacity has
more than doubled in past 11 years and now
crossed 520 GW, with more than half coming
from non-fossil fuel sources including renewable
energy, hydro and nuclear power. Without this
rapid expansion of clean energy, India would
today be far more dependent on imported fuels
to meet rising electricity demand.

One of the other most visible examples of this
shift is the PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana,
which aims to install rooftop solar panels in one
crore households. This has enabling families
to generate their own electricity, promoted
decentralised energy production and reduces
pressure on conventional power sources.
Beyond lowering household electricity bills,
the programme carries significant long-term

economic and environmental benefits. The
initiative is expected to save the government
nearly X75,000 crore annually in electricity
costs, highlighting how clean energy expansion
can simultaneously strengthen fiscal efficiency
and sustainability.

Without such decentralised solar expansion,
rising electricity demand would have placed
greater pressure on fossil-fuel-based power
generation, increasing fuel imports and making
India far more vulnerable to global energy
disruptions like those unfolding today.

Such initiatives have also begun to influence
household energy behaviour. As rooftop solar
expands and electricity becomes cheaper,
families may increasingly rely on electric
appliances for cooking and other daily needs.
Over time, this shift could reduce India’s
dependence on imported LPG as well.
Alongside renewable electricity generation,
India is also transforming its mobility sector
through EV. This shift is strategically important

because the transport sector accounts for a
significant share of India’s oil consumption,
meaning that electrifying mobility can gradually
reduce long-term crude oil demand. Reflecting
this transition, India’s EV sector has expanded
rapidly from just 2,600 electric vehicles in 2014
to 16.71 lakh EV sales in 2025, signalling the
growing adoption of clean mobility.
Government policies have played a crucial role
in this transition. The FAME-I scheme (2015)
supported around 2.78 lakh EVs, saving nearly
50 million litres of fuel.

As EV adoption grows, its impact goes beyond
cleaner transport. Over time, greater electric
mobility will reduce India’s dependence on
imported oil, making the country less vulnerable
to global disruptions like those currently
unfolding in the Middle East. If the rapid
expansion of electric vehicles had not taken place
over the past decade, India would have been at
tight spot. India would be even more dependent
on petrol and diesel for transportation, exposing
the economy to sharper fuel price spikes and a
much larger import bill at a time when global
energy markets are already under severe stress.
The integration of renewable energy with electric
mobility creates a powerful multiplier effect.
Electric vehicles already have significantly lower
operating costs than petrol or diesel vehicles.
When EVs are charged using solar power
generated at home, transportation becomes not
only cleaner but also significantly cheaper. The
broader impact is both economic and strategic.
Lower fuel imports not only improve air quality
and mobility but also shield the economy from
external oil shocks like those currently unfolding
in global energy markets.

India has also strengthened its Strategic
Petroleum Reserve (SPR) capacity over the
past decade to prepare for supply disruptions
during geopolitical crises. Under PM Modi,
India expanded its emergency oil storage
infrastructure  with strategic reserves at
Visakhapatnam, Mangaluru, and Padur, while
initiating additional facilities at Chandikhol and
Padur Phase-ll. As a result, India today has oil
reserves that can sustain the country for around
74 days when strategic reserves are combined
with commercial inventories. A decade ago,
however, India’s emergency crude reserves
could cover barely 13 days of demand, leaving
the economy far more exposed to sudden import
shocks. The expansion of strategic reserves has
therefore placed India in a significantly stronger
position to manage supply disruptions and price
volatility during crises like the one currently
unfolding in global energy markets.
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_Realty Reality v

From Ahmedabad to Bhubaneswar:
Tier-2 Cities Emerge as India’s New Property Hotspots

Real estate prices in India’s Tier-2 cities
such as Ahmedabad, Bhubaneswar,
Mohali, Indore, Lucknow, and Coimbatore
have been steadily increasing due to rapid
urbanisation, improved infrastructure,
and evolving work patterns. Expanding
airports, highways, and metro networks
are boosting connectivity and attracting
both homebuyers and investors. These
cities are also seeing rising demand for
premium, organised, and sustainable
housing.

With property prices rising faster than
ever, homebuyers and investors have
started considering investing in emerging
cities. These cities are transforming
into real estate hotspots, driven by
increasing employment opportunities in
sectors such as services, manufacturing
and infrastructure developments such
as the metro rail and expressways.
Although property prices remain lower
than in major metro cities, consistent
appreciation is transforming Tier-2 cities
into attractive real estate investment
destinations.

Housing demandin Tier-2 cities is growing
as professionals return to hometowns
and NRIs invest for rental income or
retirement. Post-COVID-19 remote and
hybrid work has accelerated this shift.
Lower living costs, better quality of life,
and job growth are drawing people away
from metros like Delhi, Mumbai, and
Bengaluru

The top 15 cities in the tier-2 cities
category sold 1.72 lakh residential
units in 2023-24, an 11% increase from
1.51 lakh houses in 2022-23, as per
PropEquity, a real estate data analytics
company. However, residential real
estate sales in the top 15 Tier-ll cities

Market Trend v
Flls Outflows and Global Risks Trigger Short-
Term Correction & Volatility Grips Indian Markets

in India fell by 10% to approximately
1.56 lakh (156,181) units in 2025. Only
four cities — Mohali (108%), Bhopal
(66%), Ahmedabad (3%) and Jaipur (2%)
recorded growth in new launches. The
remaining 11 cities saw declines of as
much as 57%, with Visakhapatnam saw
the steepest decline, followed by sharp
drops in cities such as Bhubaneswar,
Vadodara and Nagpur.

Experts believe the slowdown in housing
sales over the past two years is largely
due to a shrinking supply of homes
priced below Rs 1 crore — a segment that
has traditionally driven demand in tier-2
cities. Rising land and construction costs,
along with changing buyer aspirations,
are pushing new launches into higher
price brackets and with affordability
getting the biggest hit.

In contrast, homes priced above X1 crore
saw a 9% increase in sales, with their
share rising to 28% from 23%. This shift
suggests that while end-user demand
is weakening, higher-income buyers
are continuing to transact, pushing up
average deal values.

Among India’s Tier-2 cities, Bhubaneswar
has recorded the highest rise in real
estate sales value at around 47%,
reflecting strong investor interest and
price appreciation. Residential property
prices in the city have increased by
more than 148% between 2015 and
2025. Its growing reputation as an
emerging hub for business, healthcare,
IT, education, and administration is
attracting professionals and businesses,
further boosting housing demand and
transforming the city into a promising
real estate investment destination in
eastern India.
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The Indian stock market has experienced significant
volatility over the last 15 days, with benchmark indices
Nifty 50 and BSE Sensex witnessing sharp fluctuations
due to global and domestic factors. During this period,
both indices faced strong selling pressure and entered
a correction phase after declining from their recent
highs.

The Sensex recently closed around 74,564 points, falling
nearly 1.93% in a single session, while the Nifty 50 slipped
to around 23,151, reflecting a broader market decline.
Over the past month, the Sensex has dropped by more
than 10%, indicating weakening market sentiment and
increased volatility.

A key factor behind the recent decline has been global
geopolitical tensions and rising crude oil prices. The
escalation of conflict in the Middle East triggered risk
aversion among global investors, leading to heavy selling

in emerging markets like India. As a result, foreign
institutional investors (Flls) withdrew large amounts from
Indian equities, intensifying the market downturn.
Sectorally, metal, banking, and IT stocks were among the
worst performers during the recent sell-off. For example,
metal stocks declined sharply due to a stronger U.S. dollar
and global uncertainty.

Despite the weakness, domestic institutional investors
(Dlls) have provided some support to the market,
preventing deeper losses. Analysts believe the current
correction may present selective buying opportunities for
long-term investors, especially in fundamentally strong
companies.

However, strong domestic participation and India’s long-
term growth outlook continue to support the market’s
fundamentals, suggesting that the current correction may
be temporary rather than structural.
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Mobile to Automobile v
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Motorola’s AT Pendant

An Al pendant is a wearable device designed
to act as a personalized Al memory assistant,
recording and transcribing conversations in
real-time to generate notes, summaries, and
action items. Al assistants usually live inside our
phones. Motorola’s Maxwell concept imagines
something different. This wearable acts like a
personal Al companion that stays with you all
day.

Well, it may remind you of the Humane Al
Pin, and that’s because it’s almost the same idea,
but Motorola’s Al device is actually a pendant.

For the past couple of years, tech companies
have been pushing to make a wearable Al
companion that actually breaks into the
mainstream. Whether that company ends up
being Motorola remains to be seen, but the
smartphone maker is clearly angling for a shot.
At CES 2026, Motorola debuted a new wearable
Al proof of concept for guests and press during
its Lenovo World Tour event.

Powered by Motorola’s new Al assistant,
Qira, the wearable can identify and explain
objects in front of you, summarize information,
and even navigate to events by launching apps
on a paired phone.

The device itself is small and minimalist,
resembling a chunky pendant more than a
traditional gadget. It's encased in a glossy, pearl-
like shell with softly rounded edges and hangs
from a thin necklace chain. A subtle Motorola logo
sits near the center, while a small camera lens and
sensor array are positioned at one end. Aside from
a narrow speaker slit and tiny pinhole microphones,
there are no visible buttons or displays.

In practice, it teeters on the edge of being

an agentic Al. Rather than just spitting out
directions, the device actually opened Google
Maps on the demo phone and entered the
destination on its own. Some of the demos,
however, felt redundant — including one where
a spokesperson held up an event flyer, and the
device more or less repeated the text verbatim,
with only minimal added context about the
speakers.

Still, Motorola may have an opening here.
The bar for minimalist, wearable Al remains
unsurprisingly low. Humane’s Al Pin flamed out
almost immediately, criticized for its limited
usefulness and high price. The Friend necklace
followed, drawing immediate backlash for
allegedly borrowing its design from someone
else.

Key Features and Functionality

® Recording &  Transcription:
transcribes, and summarizes
conversations and meetings.

e Actionable Insights: Converts spoken words
into to-do lists and highlights, often tailored
for professionals or those with ADHD.

e Wearability: Small, lightweight, and magnetic,
designed to be worn on clothing or as a
necklace.

e Privacy Focus: Some models, such as the
Limitless Pendant, use a “Consent Mode” to
identify and record only authorized voices.

e Integration: Connects with smartphones and
calendars to provide updates and manage
notifications.

Captures,
in-person
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WEST ODISHA STORY

Schneider Electric & Tata Power Western Odisha
Partner to Boost Grid Digitalization and Reliability

Schneider Electric, a global energy technology leader, has
partnered with Tata Power Western Odisha Distribution Lim-
ited (TPWODL), a joint venture between Tata Power and the
Government of Odisha, to modernize and digitize power dis-

tribution infrastructure across Western Odisha. As part of this
strategic engagement, Schneider Electric has digitized 75 sub-
stations using its EcoStruxure Grid architecture, enabling end-
to-end visibility and intelligent control across the distribution
network.

Serving over 21 lakh customers across nine districts, TPWODL
plays a critical role in delivering safe, reliable, and uninterrupt-
ed electricity to the region. This partnership has already result-
ed in a 30 percent reduction in power interruption time, with
a roadmap to achieve up to 70 percent improvement through
continued digital optimization. Consumers across Western
Odisha are already experiencing fewer outages, quicker res-
toration times, and more stable voltage supply for homes and
businesses.

Commenting on the partnership, Deepak Sharma, Zone Presi-
dent- Greater India, MD & CEO, Schneider Electric India, said,
“India’s power distribution sector is at a pivotal inflection point
where reliability, sustainability, and digital intelligence must
converge. Our partnership with Tata Power Western Odisha
Distribution Limited reflects how an energy technology leader
like Schneider Electric can help fundamentally transform util-
ity operations. By deploying EcoStruxure Grid and digitizing
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75 substations through a standardized model, we’ve enabled
faster implementation, real-time network intelligence, and
measurable operational gains. This digital grid architecture is
reducing outages, enhancing transparency, and strengthen-
ing operational safety, ultimately helping build a resilient, fu-
ture-ready distribution network that supports India’s broader
energy transition goals.”

Talking about the criticality of building resilient and digital first
infrastructure, Mr Anil Ojha, Chief Technical Services, Contract
& Store, Tata power western Odisha distribution limited, said,
“At Tata Power, our commitment to the people of Western Odi-
sha goes beyond supplying electricity, we aim to strengthen
quality of life, enable local growth, and build a more resilient
future for the region. Schneider Electric’s digital solutions are
helping us deliver on that commitment with greater speed
and reliability. This partnership is empowering our teams with
modern tools, improving how we serve our customers every
day, and preparing our network to meet the rising aspirations
and energy needs of the communities we support.”

Beyond operational efficiency, the modernization effort has also
delivered environmental benefits. By optimizing grid performance

W®DL
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and reducing technical losses, TPWODL has lowered its carbon
footprint, reinforcing the role of digitalization in advancing cleaner
and more sustainable energy systems. The upgraded infrastruc-
ture positions the utility to seamlessly accommodate future load
growth while enhancing transparency and service reliability.
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Odisha Students Showcase Fintech
Innovation at Global Financial Forum in Tokyo

In a significant milestone for Odisha’s higher
education sector, a group of students from the
State represented Odisha at a Global Financial
Forum in Tokyo, Japan, where they presented an
innovative fintech project developed under the
Certification Programme in Fintech & Insurtech
(CFI). The CFl programme has been launched by the
Government of Odisha in collaboration with the
National University of Singapore — Asian Institute of
Digital Finance (NUS—AIDF) and the Global Finance
& Technology Network (GFTN) to build innovative,
resilient and inclusive financial ecosystems. The
certification programme aims to equip students
with advanced knowledge and practical skills in
financial technology and insurance technology,
aligned with  global

digital finance trends. In §
the CFl Programme, 195 !
students participated | = =
in the capstone project,
where they worked on |
innovative solutions ¢
addressing  real-world |
financial challenges.
Based on their
performance, a group
of 07 students were
selected to participate
in the Global Financial
Forum in Tokyo, where they presented their project
and engaged with global experts from the fintech
and financial services sectors. The participating
students were B. Simran (UG 3rd Year, Geology)
from Ravenshaw University, Rajeshwari Behera (PG
1st Year, Commerce) from Ravenshaw University,
Puspajanli Behera (PG 1st Year, Commerce) from
Ravenshaw University, Manisha Lenka (PG 1st
Year, Commerce) from Ravenshaw University,
Sibansee Nayak (PG 2nd Year, Economics) from
Utkal University, Soumya Ranjan Baithalu (PG 1st
Year, Commerce) from Ravenshaw University, and
Anirbarna Kar (UG 3rd Year, Physics) from Salepur

Autonomous College. Accompanied by Dr. Lipsa
Mishra and Sri Sharat Kumar Majhi from the Higher
Education Department, Government of Odisha,
the team successfully presented their project titled
“TranchiFy—ATrust-Based Working Capital Platform
for Next-Generation SMEs.” The project proposes
a technology-driven platform aimed at simplifying
access to working capital and streamlining the loan-
taking process for Small and Medium Enterprises
through a trust-based digital financial framework.
The solution seeks to address one of the key
challenges faced by small and medium enterprises
by enabling faster and more transparent access to
credit. The students have now returned to Odisha
after successfully presenting their work on the

international platform. Their participation in the
summit provided valuable exposure to the global
fintech ecosystem and emerging trends in digital
finance. Through this initiative, the Government of
Odisha aims to build a strong talent pool in fintech
and digital finance by equipping students with job-
ready skills for careers in banking, insurance and
financial technology sectors. The achievement
highlights Odisha’s growing engagement with
global academic and technology networks and
reflects the State’s commitment to prepare its
youth for opportunities in the rapidly evolving
digital finance landscape.
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_Strategies in Stories v

KFC & McDonald proved and paved
the way for olderpreneurship

All entrepreneurs do not hit the jackpot
during their early days. Even years of
struggle only gives them more struggle
while success plays hide & seek. Some
keep on dreaming and daring while for
many it becomes an abandoned journey.
When customers relish crispy checken
at KFC, they hardy know the lifetime
struggle of a man with indomitable
spirit. Harland Sanders is one of the
most famous entrepreneurs who started
much later, yet made it big. He worked as
firefighter, streetcar operator, insurance
salesperson and lawyer etc. His journey
was far from easy. When Sanders’
restaurant closed due to a new highway
route, he toured the country cooking
chicken for restaurant owners. The age
when the people retires, Sanders began
franchising his recipe for fried chicken
at 62 years old. Even though he faced

numerous rejections, he persisted. In
1964, at 73, Sanders sold Kentucky Fried
Chicken to investors for $2 million. KFC
became a global brand and taught
entrepreneurs that persistence is key.
While selling milkshake machines, Ray
Kroc, at the age of 52, discovered a
small hamburger stand owned by the
McDonald brothers. He could see big
opportunities hiding inside the burgers
which the McDonald brothers couldn't.
Kroc convinced them and bought
the company in 1961. By focusing
on consistency, branding, and rapid
expansion, Kroc made McDonald's a
household name worldwide. Stories of
KFC and McDonald's teach one of the
finest business lessons: Olderpreneurs
with curious minds can see hidden
opportunities  what many see as
obstacles.
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