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‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’
India’s philosophy turned policy for energy security

On 4th March 2026, the world saw two
contrasting pictures. One was of fear,
the other one was of freedom. One was
horrific, the other one, happiness. Smoke
rose over the skies of Iran as Israel and the
US continued to bombard different cities.
On the same day, colourful dust fly across
India as people celebrated Festival of
Colours. In the situation of global volatility,
Indians celebrating festivals of Holi, Ugadi,
Ram Navami without pinching inflation,
is the result of India’s far-sighted policy.

“Sweat more during peace, bleed less
during war”. India’s early-morning to
late-night engagements with different
nations keeping India’s interest at the
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center reflects this thought by Sun Tzu.

When ships carrying millions of oil
barrels entered Arabian Sea blowing
marine horn, it is a loud and clear signal
of India’s strategic autonomy. State-run
Indian Qil Corporation recently bought
6 million barrels from West Africa, while
HPCL purchased 2 million barrels of West
African oil for early May delivery. Such
moves supplements reduced availability of
costly Middle Eastern oil due to war. When
African leaders lauded India, particularly
praising PM Modi, for championing the
Global South and securing the African
Union’s permanent membership in the
G20 during India’s 2023 presidency, the
floodgates in Africa were opened for India.

Last Fortnight »

vV V. YV V. VYV YV V VYV VYV VYVYY

In the recent past, when the world gave
Russia a cold shoulder, India stood with
her shoulder to shoulder. Russia rewarded
India with enough cheap oil which in
turn facilitates India’s increased GDP and
controlled inflation. India, which used
to rely on Middle Eastern oil, is no more
keeping all her eggs in one basket. From
35% to 40% from Russia to 6% to 7% from
America, from 1% from Venezuela to 10%
from Africa, and of course from 35% to 50%
from Middle Eastern Iraq, Saudi Arabia,
UAE, countries are dealing like companies
while pitching their best petroleum
products before the biggest buyer, India.
After exploring more options through
power and policy, market and matrix, the
bargain power
for price and
percentage
lies with India.

When different
countries of
European Union
and, what they
call, first-world
countries  are
facing the
heat for their
centuries-old
superiority
complex and
decades-old
unidirectional policies, India became the
smartest buyer of oil and smartest player
of global diplomacy. Because, India knows,
nowadays, warand windstorm keep visiting
different parts of the world quite often.

As Mr. Jaishankar, voice of confident
India, opined: “I am smart enough
to have multiple options. You should
be admiring and not criticising.”

At the core of this smart policy lies the
age-old philosophy of India: ‘Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam’. As part of the kutumba,
India sees every nation with respect,
resonate with their concerns, reciprocate
in the time of need, and in the process
engrave a rewarding relationship.

Median CEO pay in India stands at X10.5 cr for FY26: Deloitte report

KPMG plans to cut jobs in auditing division, up to 440 jobs at risk in UK

New $1.2 billion Noida airport set to test India’s infra buildout boom

Fertiliser output may fall 10-15% if West Asia crisis persists: Crisil

IT firms to ramp up acquisitions, may spend up to $7 billion in 2026

Luxury travel remains resilient despite ongoing war: Leela Hotels CEO

India e-commerce hit by fuel, logistics strain amid West Asia crisis

Ozempic trademark clash forces DRL to offer rebranding of Olymviq as Olymra
India’s power demand growth to slow to 1% in FY26, lowest in 5 years: ICRA
Housing sales dip 7% in Q1 2026 across top cities amid Iran war: Anarock
India seeks steelmaking raw material from Argentina, Indonesia, Oman

Delhi raises commercial LPG allocation from 20 to 50% of daily consumption
WTO: India resists US push to make ecommerce duty moratorium permanent
CAG exposes diversion of DMF funds to non-mining areas of Odisha

Travel companies, hotels announce discounts for peak travel season
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This Fortnight

April 1-14: Odia Pakhya-2026 Celebrations (A 14-day cultural campaign)

» April 1: Celebration kickoff

April 7: ‘Shishu Katha Divas’ (Children’s literature distribution)

April 8: Statewide blood donation camps

April 9: ‘Aasa Bahitie Kiniba’ (Book-buying campaign)

April 10: ‘Loka Kala Paain Dinatie’ (Folk art promotion)

April 11: ‘Amruta Pidhi Saraswata Samaroha’ (Odisha Sahitya Akademi)
April 13: ‘Ama Ruchi Ama Khadya Divas’ (Traditional cuisine)
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» April 14: Odia New Year celebrations, valedictory ceremony
April 6th-12th: Silk City Mahotsav, Khallikote University Campus, Berhampur

April 14th: Swar Sudha Classical Musical Concert by Kalinga Kala Kshetra Foundation,
New Delhi

The only way to great work is to
love what you do
Stewe Joba
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EcowNOMICS
Bharat’s ‘Krishna’ brought

Brazil’s Cows to Life

2023 release BEEF on Netflix received eight
wins at the 75th Primetime Emmy Awards
for its sensational presentation. The
title BEEF effectively reflects the show’s
theme of a petty argument turning into a
life-altering, chaotic conflict. This is reel.
However, the conflict surrounding beef
in India is real. Both the beef eaters and
the beef haters are unable to see or show
the bigger picture. Statements like “while
you eat dung, we eat beef” by Kerala
minister V Sivankutty adds fire to the fuel.

Viewlinder

Sibasis Satapathy

Seeing the association of cow with
Sanatana culture through the religious
prism is rather myopic. Around 10,000
years ago, domestication of cows in
the Indian subcontinent gave rise to Zebu.
Hindus not just made cows their family
members by sharing a room along the
courtyard inside the family house, but
also placed them higher than humans
in the form of ‘golakshmi’ and ‘gomata’.
Disintegration of Hindu joint families due
to urbanization made cows liabilities who
used to be assets. Cows are gradually
pushed from family room to outside
cow sheds to roadside pavements.

India was the home to the largest cattle
population with over 280 million cows.
Brazil adopt what India disown.
“Krishna” gave a new lease of life to
Brazil’s ailing dairy industry. In 1960, a
Gir bull named Krishna was gifted by
the Maharaja of Bhavnagar to Brazil.
And it became the ‘eureka’ moment
for Brazil. Regular import of Zebu cattle
from India, primarily Gir, Nellore, and
Kankrej breeds revolutionized Brazil’s
dairy and beef sectors. With 250 million
cattle population, Brazil surpassed India
which is now home to only 195 million.

India is the largest producer of milk
globally, with an annual production
of approximately 239.3 million metric
tonnes (MMT) in 2023-24 that account
for about 24 percent of the global
output. Also, dairy-centric models
provide employment to over 80 million
households. Cows in India are considered
a “net negative” investment in terms of
monetary return. They act as “moving
banks” for farmers, providing income and
financial security. Despite contribution
in billions of rupees to the nation, the
cow still stands at the crossroads of
controversy as one group demands her
flesh while the other group, her milk.

Cattle are the only species that have been
standing with humans for thousands of
years, giving them food and financial
security. Dairy cows offer high-frequency
cash flow through daily milk sales but
require intense management and high
initial investment. Beef cows provide low-
maintenance flexibility with lower upfront
costs, yielding profit upon animal sale.
However, from economy to environment,
from green manure to green house effect,
dairy cows are generally more valuable
when seen from a holistic point of view.

In an IIMA research paper under the title,
Gai Aadharit Unnati (GAU): Modernizing
Cow based Economy through Application
of Advanced Technology, the authors
suggested the sustainability model for
economic growth revolving around cow.

A cow should not be seen for kilograms
of flesh or liters of milk. Like a mother for
her children, a go-mata works for overall
physical, mental, and economic growth,
silently yet strongly.
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The myth of India’s thriving MSME sector

The Myth of India’s Thriving MSME Sector
India’s policymakers love to hail the Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME)
sector as the engine of growth, job creation,
and Atmanirbhar Bharat. On paper, it looks
impressive: 7.3 crore registered enterprises
on the Udyam portal, nearly 99 per cent of
them supposedly “healthy and thriving.” In
reality, this is a myth sustained by statistics
and PowerPoint slides. A walk through
any industrial estate in Odisha—or indeed
across India—tells a very different story.

A Skewed Structure

The MSME sector is not a balanced pyramid
but a lopsided tower. Nearly 95-96 per cent
of registered enterprisesare micro units, 3—4
per cent are small, and medium-scale units
barely register at 0.5 per cent. By lumping
them together under one umbrella, the
government has starved genuine small and
micro manufacturing units of the focused
policy attention and capital they need to
survive the early stages of industrialisation.
Employment follows the same pattern:
micro  enterprises dominate,  while
medium units remain statistically invisible.
Yet official statistics insist almost all MSMEs
are “healthy.” The reality is stark: 70-75 per
cent of sheds in industrial estates lie locked,
abandoned, orrepurposedintowarehouses,
showrooms, or godowns. The myth of
vibrancy masks widespread stagnation.
Three Markets, One Squeeze
Manufacturing SMEs in India essentially
serve three markets: as ancillaries to large
industries, as suppliers to government
departments, and in the open retail/
export market. In each, they are squeezed
mercilessly.

1. Ancillaries to Large Industries

A handful of SMEs act as the “flies holding
up the roof” for giants like Tata Motors/
Mahindra & Mahindra Limited. They supply
critical components at razor-thin margins
while large buyers exercise babysitter-like
control. Wages and statutory benefits are
often honoured only on paper. FMCG and
consumer durable giants replicate the same
dynamic: SMEs produce, big brands pocket
the profits.

2. Supplies to State Institutions
Government procurement is riddled
with corruption and rigged tenders. One
infamous case involved a mattress tender
that mandated a powerloom facility. Asingle

well-connected
firm
the order,
bought the
entire  quantity
from small-scale
mattress makers
at throwaway

secured
then

prices. SMEs '#¥
were reduced
to contract

labourers in their
own industry.

3. Retail and Export Markets

Without an established brand, SMEs
struggle to place products on showroom
shelves. Dealers routinely delay or default
on payments. The MSME Development
Act’s delayed-payment provisions exist
only on paper. One manufacturer has been
fighting a single dues case in court for 24
years under this very Act. Justice delayed is
enterprise destroyed.

Schemes That Fail on the Ground
Most government “support” schemes
collapse at the implementation stage.

e Government e-Marketplace
(GeM): Designed to empower MSME
manufacturers, it has been hijacked
by traders who undercut prices and
compromise quality.

e MUDRA Loans: The average loan size is
around X1 lakh—barely enough to launch a
serious enterprise, let alone scale one.

e Production Linked Incentive (PLI): The
showpiece of Make-in-India has disbursed
28,748 crore across 14 sectors. The lion’s
share went to Samsung and Foxconn.
Foxconn imports virtually all iPhone
components and merely assembles them
in India. Samsung manufactures only
cables and chargers locally. The much-
touted “Make in India” has largely become
“Assemble in India.”

No meaningful value addition flows to
Indian SMEs. The schemeslook goodin press
releases but deliver little on the factory floor.
BailoutsfortheBig,BankruptciesfortheSmall
The contrast in treatment between large
corporatesand SMEs is glaring. In November
2008, U.S. lawmakers mocked the CEOs
of General Motors, Ford, and Chrysler for
flying private jets to Washington to request
a bailout. In India, large-scale units get
similar bailouts courtesy the NCLT. Their
loans are settled with a 96 per cent haircut.
An SME owner, by contrast, would lose the

shirt off his back. A cab driver would lose
the cab that feeds his family. The large-scale
unit owner would still be flying business
class, perhaps even first class to London if
his Rajya Sabha membership fails to shield
him. The asymmetry is brutal.

Financial Institutions: The Harsh Hand
Small and micro enterprises have often
faced harsh treatment from financial
institutions.

e Microfinance institutions have been
accused of aggressive loan recovery

practices, sometimes leading to social
distress.
e Banks and NBFCs routinely deny

restructuring support during crises, even
when RBI relief schemes exist.

e Punitive enforcement actions and
compliance failures often translate into
stricter recovery drives against SMEs.

The systemic bias is clear: large corporates
get bailouts, SMEs get bulldozed.

Children of the Lesser God

India cannot claim industrial self-reliance
while its SME manufacturing base is reduced
to invisible cogs in someone else’s supply
chain. Unless SME units receive targeted
credit, technology upgrades, marketing
support, and ruthless enforcement of
payment discipline, the mythical MSME
engine will continue to sputter.

The numbers look impressive on slides. On
the ground, SMEs remain “Children of the
Lesser God” —their voices seldom heard in
the corridors of power. While a failed SME
owner may be driven to suicide, a failed
large-scale unit owner flies first class to the
UK. That is the real story of India’s MSME
sector: a myth sustained by statistics, but
betrayed by reality.

Kuldip Gupta
kuldipgupta@hotmail.com
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CMO Decides
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CSR Record A4

Vedanta Aluminium’s VedGram strengthens rural

livelihoods and sustainable farmmg in Jharsuguda

Vedanta  Aluminium, India’s largest
aluminium producer, is driving inclusive
growth beyond its core operations
through focused community development
initiatives in Jharsuguda. Driven by astrong
commitment to sustainable and equitable
progress, the company is investing in
long-term programs that are strengthening
rural economies, promoting environmental
stewardship, and improvingthe quality
of life among rural communities.
One such initiative, the VedGram
project, is designed to enhance farm
productivity, diversify income sources,
and promote sustainable agricultural
practices across villages in the vicinity of
the company’s Jharsuguda operations,
including Banjari, Siriapali, Pramanpur,
Katikela, Patrapali, Badmal, Bhurkamunda,
Dalki, Bhagipali and Pandripatthar.
In these regions, where agriculture remains
the primary source of livelihood, the
project is enabling farmers to shift from
subsistence-basedpracticestomoreresilient
and income-generating models through a
series of integrated interventions spanning
agriculture, livestock, and allied activities.
Highlighting the impact of the program,
C. Chandru, CEO-Vedanta Jharsuguda

T

said, “Our focus is to create measurable
and lasting impact in the communities
we operate in. Through VedGram, we
are strengthening the entire rural value

chain, from soil to market, ensuring
farmers have the tools and knowledge
to achieve stable and higher incomes.”
At the core of the VedGram initiative is the
Wadi programme, under which 50 farmers
have adopted orchard-based farming
models. This intervention has transformed
25 acres of previously barren land into
productive agro-horticulture assets. With
practices such as integrated agroforestry
and intercropping, farmers are able to
buildstable income streams, with projected
annual income increases of up to 35,000
per household.
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Building Trust and Accountability:
ORERA’s push for real estate reform

The Odisha Real Estate ‘
Regulatory Authority (ORERA), |
established under the Real |
Estate (Regulation and
Development) Act, 2016, has
played a transformative role
in reshaping the real estate [
landscape of Bhubaneswar.
It has shifted the sector from
an opaque, developer-driven
market to a more transparent,
regulated, and accountable
ecosystem. By redefining
the roles and responsibilities
of developers, buyers, and
intermediaries, ORERA has
fostered trust and improved overall market
efficiency.

One of ORERA’s most significant
contributions lies in enhancing transparency
and accountability. Developers are now
required to register projects and disclose
critical information such as land titles,
statutory approvals, project timelines, and
specifications before marketing properties.
This has reduced information asymmetry
and enabled buyers to make informed
decisions. Additionally, digital platforms and
RERA portals provide easy access to real-
time project data and compliance records,
further strengthening transparency.

ORERA has also been instrumental in
protecting homebuyer interests. It has
introduced robust grievance redressal
mechanisms, imposed penalties for
non-compliance, and enforced strict
adherence to project timelines. Developers
who violate norms—such as collecting

advance payments without necessary
approvals—face  significant  penalties.
Furthermore, builders are required to

maintain projects until housing societies are
formally constituted, ensuring continued
accountability and safeguarding residents’
interests.

In terms of regulatory enforcement,
ORERA has taken proactive steps to curb
malpractices. It collaborates with district
authorities to monitor illegal constructions
and coordinates with enforcement agencies
to ensure effective implementation of
penalties. Crackdowns on unauthorized
developments have discouraged fraudulent
activities and strengthened compliance
across the sector.

Another key area of impact is improving
project quality and ensuring timely delivery.

_Market Trend v
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ORERA has introduced technical oversight
by engaging civil engineers to assess
construction standards and land experts
to verify documentation. Streamlined
registration  processes and  stricter
monitoring ensure that projects meet
regulatory benchmarks and are completed
within stipulated timelines, addressing one
of the sector’s most persistent challenges.
ORERA has also institutionalized dispute
resolution through structured conciliation
mechanisms. These systems enable faster
resolution of conflicts between buyers and
developers, reducing reliance on lengthy
legal proceedings and enhancing buyer
confidence.

Moreover, ORERA has contributed
significantly to the formalization of
Bhubaneswar’s real estate market. It has
brought unorganized developers into a
regulated framework, enforced financial
discipline through project-linked fund
utilization, and monitored risks such as
irregular financial practices. This has
increased investor confidence and attracted
greater institutional participation in the
housing sector.

Despite these achievements,
remain. administrative disruptions,
occasional delays in project approvals,
and enforcement bottlenecks can affect
overall effectiveness. While ORERA has
significantly improved transparency, it does
not eliminate all risks, making due diligence
essential for buyers.

ORERA  has been instrumental in
transforming Bhubaneswar’s real estate
sector into a transparent, regulated, and
buyer-centric market. Its continued success
will depend on consistent enforcement,
administrative  stability, and ongoing
institutional strengthening.

challenges

Markets under Bear Grip:
Indices see significant correction in March

Over the past 15 days, Indian benchmark
indices, the Nifty 50 and BSE Sensex have
shown high volatility with a clear bearish
trend, driven by global macroeconomic
pressures and geopolitical tensions.
Markets were relatively stable in mid-
March, but sentiment weakened sharply
after March 18, triggering steep declines,
including a nearly 3% single-day fall. The
sell-off intensified on March 23, with the
Sensex dropping over 1,800 points and
the Nifty nearing 22,500.

Although a brief recovery occurred
around March 25, it was short-lived as
renewed global uncertainties reversed
the gains. By March 27, both indices
declined again, reflecting continued
investor caution.

Overall, the indices have corrected by
around 7-9% in March, largely due
to rising crude oil prices, geopolitical
tensions, Fll outflows, and a weakening

rupee. The market remains under
pressure, with near-term volatility
expected to persist.

e |Indian benchmark indices

experienced high volatility with

the

bearish trend over
past fortnight due to global and
pressures.

e After mid-March stability, markets
saw sharp declines post-March 18,
including a nearly 3% single-day fall
and a major sell-off on March 23.

a clear

e A brief recovery around March
25 was short-lived, with indices
falling again by March 27, reflecting
continued uncertainty and weak
sentiment.

e Markets have corrected by 9%,
driven by factors such as rising crude
oil prices, Fll outflows, Middle East
tensions, and a weakening rupee.

v Health & Wealth_

Vital Role of Neuro Care in Modern Healthcare
Dr. Manisha Mohanty, Neurologlst

The human brain is the most complex
organinthebody, serving asthe command
center for every thought, movement,
and sensation. Neurology, the branch
of medicine dealing with disorders of
the nervous system, is fundamental
to maintaining our quality of life. Dr.
Manisha Mohanty, Neurologist, opines
about the role of nureo care in today’s
life: “As lifestyle-related neurological
issues and age-related conditions
rise, the need for expert neurological

care has never been more critical”

Dr. Manisha Mohanty is currently
working as a consultant neurologist
at Sparsh Hospital and Critical Care.
Both in the medical fraternity as well
as among the patients, Dr. Mohanty is
well-known for her expert treatment and
her deep interest in medical research.

“Medicines cure diseases, but only
doctors can cure patients.” Dr. Mohanty
not only believes in this famous quotation
by Carl Jung but also practices this while
treating her patients.

Her kind nature towards her patients

is her specialty. At Sparsh Hospital,
Shecompletedherbasicmedicalstudiesat Bhubaneswar, she focuses on more
AIIMSBhubaneswar,andthenshewentto than just medicines. She listens to

NIMHANS in Bengaluru, one of India’s top
institutes to specialize in neurology (DM).

her patients carefully and treats each
person according to their specific needs.
She truly understands that her gentle
touch can transform her patients’
lives. Her goal is not just to cure
the disease but to make sure her
§ patients live a better, happier life.

In due course of her exemplary
work, she has been invited to speak
at big international conferences like
the World Congress of Neurology to
share her knowledge with doctors
from around the world.
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6th FICCI FLO Odlsha Awards

FICCI FLO Bhubaneswar
successfully hosted the
6th FLO Odisha Awards
on 18 March 2026 at
Mayfair Convention,
Bhubaneswar,
celebrating the
remarkable
achievements of
women entrepreneurs
and professionals from
across  Odisha  who
have made significant
contributions to economic growth and
social development. The event was graced
by Chief Guest Speaker of the Odisha
Legislative Assembly, Surama Padhy,
Guest of Honour Sampad Chandra Swain,
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Minister of Industries, Skill Development
& Technical Education. The 6th FLO Odisha
Awards recognised outstanding women
achievers across diverse sectors for their
leadership, innovation and impactful
contributions.
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WEST ODISHA STORY
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Rs 200 crore IT Hub

6@IM GIEAA YIIR @G@MCL  gajLG AQQ@EN 2121 planned in Sambalpur
RN A921Q ALV T QEARWIR weee ae Sambalpur is being positioned  companies once the
21901 6QIRAQ AfeeR qesgigse  Qide el as the IT hub for the western infrastructure is in place. The
(\’l?j\’l@) QANEQ Q@@ QEYIS! QUG calIm region, with the state upcoming infrastructure will
6RIRRI G628 IR @0Qlg  MIATERAR Y 6RARIQ §°"emm.e”t p“sﬂfnﬁ f."r‘“l’a(;d Se“’ef]saij’t‘?"ys.;.b””ld‘:ft”a'
= == PRSI P ey projects which include growth and significantly boost
gg:ggn @ng; l{,}é{l}%ﬁ?{ﬁg gggwgm(g%g?;@%}) g\|1§| an IT park along wjth an IT employment opportunities,
tower. For the projects, the particularly for the local

0F 969 9% YRl 69R83I
Agle 4oaI A9AE6R IR
deQ 29I GRIQ INAUA-
el 66l 2EReq AIT@ @8
Q96 ©Q {6 Jda 9
QP ¢I6da AUAR QAUDSI

6Q96Q 90G 6Qam GI63AR
Q@8I 6QYQ NG 6RIM
Qg2 QA ARG 6297
AR 98 gose g8
gL QUL 4 AR
deieq 6aIn adel ff6ee

9@ agdea 9090

Qg

process of land identification
has already been completed,
paving the way for early
execution. The recent visit
of additional chief secretary
to Energy and Electronics &

youth, while also supporting
the growth of ancillary sectors
by attracting investment.
In addition to infrastructure
development, steps are
being taken to strengthen

gé qIe1a B g@g@ \r]g,w ' Information Technology (E&IT)  skill ~ development  and

%QQ@OOGQ 9@@0@@8 @6dqQ Ne adye q@ce| Department and district technological capabilities.

seall g2 | 6@da g edaiea  a4ad A6 nodal officer Vishal Kumar A centre of excellence in

@QI@ QqIee T°gl QIaSls  geId Qq@gq\; R106Q Devshasb blrought focus back alrtiﬁciadl Ints/llsigsr;ce ; Iis

= = = on Sambalpur’s prospects as  planned at ., Burla

QQ|@< i@l (§A|L)Q Ngm R Glagp 69819e an emerging IT hub. After his  which will promote advanced

9@?@1 ddY B JeeIRal §SQQ §969| @. gg'j‘@ review, Dev said, the initiative  learning and research in

acwdae (CMD) 6269 6@ 9‘5‘? dﬁa §gﬁ)@ P@ﬁ is part of the government’s emerging technologies.

2@ 26EIR QAR A8l & 994 QIbg fele @A proader strategy to “The initiative is expected

aQ IR GQG? eQFIneeq 64 RCCIeQ TUQPIQUEQ  decentralise IT growth beyond  to bridge the gap between

; i : QG@@Q 6Q1% (GQ\’]Q{Q) g1 64dld cemeeml 9d6Q  Bhubaneswar and promote academia and industry while

@@1&1 @leq@@ qmgslw (QURIR)Q 6516 650R6Q g 9| 49I0Q @38 | g1 F2Ige8R, QAR @QIe  dtieslike Sambalpur, Rourkela,  equipping  students  with

GRIQ  QRE-IFAQIZIR  AQEAILE gQIe RAIIagl €l QRMIR '6ANQ FeRda  AHIFIEa @@, ‘eamq Jharsuguda, and Berhampur - future-ready skills,” he added.

JERca gOBl @aldel el adNR 6208  aln  (AIGEYR) 25@e <Pe Y Fedee 2@ Qg 2 emersing  technology  Dev said talks are underway

QiSe [CG 09 FYe 67 wdZla 96 deUe @Rl d2 F6ede (Fd) WS QRIAsE | 93gea ¢e  cntres E,mphaswmi ”73 \Alz(ut”h |dGadl?g IT firm Zoho for

@81 12 gA 99T FO2I6a QR ALOQ AAIF AdMR IIee 2831 dadq@ QIdR e 99l eReqls g:"megglme”t.s Intent, he said  skill development initiatives

o 3 ~ ~ = pur is among the key which will open up new

@dleq ¢ledq Al 99 G ALK oad GG?IF.RG’@,Q[ JYQ A IR AP A1LIRMIRAQ EII@\'IQLQ cities identified for expanding employment  opportunities

@90 0Q 98 dIN| 64 gl MeeeR (NARANR)Q gﬁ AYGNAER  AAICAN Q10 6Q] AN FFbR@ oy footprint in Odisha. for the youth of Sambalpur.

1 Rdings 6d SIAgYPIn  JeUILIa e 1@ 62Ing]  @49I9 QA (RSP)@ Qﬁ]@@qlﬁm (q%‘@ SQ}Z]@ “The groundwork for IT park  With infrastructure projects,

NGRIQERQ Adde AT FQ 6Am (BYGNQ)  Wedlg Fewda Mm@ ?ﬁﬂ')@ QEMGRIN  and IT tower is already in academic initiatives  and

QAULIRZS MY ARIAG AU 9@ ARG FF IS UG 6 gele Q@FAl-ea 9I9@,  place and the government has  industry partnerships

ZICAIRAN FIREC] RAGIRT  62Q1 AR @@@ Qgele 98 Qe o @§ QY AU @9699QQ  made a provision of around Rs ~ progressing  simultaneously,

909¢-No gal QAIRT  62]Iq el Qidg Jeedeq  AYRIQl AfR ceRgsml  JFBYA  (FI@QIg) e° 200 crore for the project,” he  Sambalpur is  gradually

6261 G  QQIKIREI geedd 989G AR AGLlea QUSR] g8  @hda el galarea Sdq@  informed. Devsaid Sambalpur - positioning itself as  a

6eIR Q82 6 Qe 626 QIR FAITS goI8 2gerles 96a g1 @9l 2dR *Res| holds strong  potential ~promising IT destination in
to  attract  multinational ~ western Odisha.

SOUTH SIDE ODISHA
Central University, Koraput flags in ‘Global Summit on Blue Economy’

| | |

The Bhubaneswar City Knowledge Innovation Cluster (BCKIC)
Foundation organised the Global Summit on Blue Economy on
13th and 14th March at Odisha Convention Centre, Lok Seva
Bhavan, Bhubaneswar, in partnership with the Commerce and
Transport Department, Govt. of Odisha, under the Science and
Technology Cluster, Govt. of India. The theme of the Summit
was ‘Harnessing Science, Innovation and Sustainability for
India’s Marine Future’. The summit envisaged important
dignitaries like Smt. Anu Garg, IAS, Chief Secretary, Govt. of
Odisha; Dr. M. Ravichandran, Secretary, MoES, Govt. of India;
Shri N.B.S. Rajput, IAS, Principal Secretary, C&T Dept, Govt.
of Odisha, H.E. Karlitu Nunes, Ambassador of Timor-Leste to
India, Sh. Arun Bothra, IPS, ADG Railways & Coastal Security
in Odisha, Sh. Satyaranjan Dash, DIG, Coast Guard; Sh. Vishal
Dev, IAS, ACS, Dept. of Energy, GoO, Sh. Banchhanidhi Pani,
IAS, Commissioner vadodara municipal Corp. Gujarat; Dr.
Chime Youdon, Head of Blue Economy, National Maritime
Foundation, Ambassadors from US, Germany etc and Official

Delegations from 14 coastal and maritime nations, along
with policymakers, researchers, investors, industry leaders,
startups, academic and civil organizations were present in the
Summit. Dr. Namrata Misra, CEO, BCKIC and Prof. Mrutyunjay
Suar, Chairman BCKIC hosted the programme.

Dr. Kakoli Banerjee, Assistant Professor in the Department
of Biodiversity & Conservation of Natural Resources
represented Central University of Odisha and presented her
paper on’ Blue Carbon and Blue Economy in Coastal Odisha’
and her Ph.D. Scholar, in the same department Ms. G Jayanti
Reddy, presented her paper on ‘Carbon Sequestration by
Seagrass and Saltmarsh Grass of Coastal Odisha’.

Ms. G Jayanti Reddy received the Taylor & Francis Innovative
Idea Award in the Summit for Oral Presentation under
the Students Category. She was well appreciated by the
Organisers, Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Narasingha Charan Panda;
Registrar, Dr. Rakesh Kumar Lenka, and all other faculties and
staffs of CUO and abroad.

FINDING NORTH ODISHA
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ODISHA COMMERCE
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Paradip Port Authority conducts site visit for
the proposed Bahuda Satellite Port
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Paradip Port Authority (PPA) has taken a significant
step forward in the development of the proposed
Bahuda Satellite Port, with its leadership conducting
the first on-ground inspection of the project site at
Chikiti today.

The visit was led by Shri P. L. Haranadh,

IRTS,
Chairman, and Shri T. Venu Gopal, Deputy
Chairman, along with Board Members and senior
officials. This marks the commencement of on-
site activities following the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) signed in September 2025 for
the development of the greenfield deep-sea port.

With a planned investment of 21,500 crore, the
Bahuda Satellite Port is poised to enhance Odisha’s
maritime capacity and support India’s growing
trade requirements. The port is being designed to

handle large vessels, streamline cargo
movement, and ease congestion at
existing ports along the eastern coast.
During the visit, the team assessed
site conditions and deliberated on
key aspects such as infrastructure
planning, connectivity, and phased
development. The project is expected
, to improve logistics efficiency while
creating strong industrial linkages
across the region.

The development is also anticipated
to generate substantial employment
opportunities and drive industrial
growth in Chikiti and surrounding
areas, contributing to the state’s
economic progress.

Speaking on the occasion, Chairman Shri P.
L. Haranadh stated that the site visit reflects
PPA’s commitment to advancing the project in a
structured and time-bound manner. He emphasized
that the Bahuda Satellite Port will play a crucial role
in strengthening Odisha’s position in national and

global trade.
Following this visit, further technical studies,
statutory clearances, and detailed planning

activities will be undertaken to move the project
toward execution.
Paradip Port Authority remains committed to
developing modern, efficient, and sustainable port
infrastructure to support the nation’s long-term
maritime growth.
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_Strategies in Stories v

Apple was rotting before
Steve Jobs refreshed it

Steve Jobs was thrown out of the Apple,
the company he co-founded. After a
decade, in 1995, Pixar, subsidiary of NeXT,
headed by Steve Jobs, released the first
animated film, Toy Story. On the other side
of the story, without Jobs, Apple was on
the edge of bankruptcy with over $1 billion
in annual losses. Apple was fat and slow
with overcrowded and outdated products.

After Apple’s acquisition of NeXT in 1997,
Steve Jobs re-entry as the CEO was the best
decision by the company. What happened
next is one of the greatest business
turnarounds in history. Jobs came back
and declared: “Stop everything” when he
found Apple had dozens of products, but
none were selling well. So, he simplified
everything into just 4 main products: a
desktop and a laptop for both professionals
and consumers. This helped Apple cut costs
and improve focus to build better quality.
The next decision of Jobs shocked the
world yet taught a new lesson in business.
In the boldest move by Jobs, Apple made
a deal with Microsoft, their biggest rival.
By this, Microsoft invested $150 million in
Apple and continued developing Microsoft
Office for Mac. It gave Apple the money and
confidence it needed. Then, in 1998, Apple
launched the iMac, colorful, all-in-one
computer that looked like nothing else. It

wasn’t just beautiful - it sold like crazy. Over
800,000 iMacs were sold in the just first 5
months. Jobs knew that Apple needed to
stand out. He started the legendary “Think
Different” campaign to inspire people.
Apple wasn’t just a tech company anymore.
It became a lifestyle brand. Unique products

from Apple like i-Pod, i-Tune, i-Phone
brought huge profits and made Apple the
most valuable company on Earth.

Apple’s Glorious Journey
In 1997: Lost over $1 billion every year
In 2001: Became profitable again
" In 2010: Became a trillion-dollar company

Today: Earns billions in profit every quarter
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