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India’s Big Thorium Throw:
Energy Security for Thousand Years

When we roam around the sea beach in
Puri, we have little idea that we are stepping
on India’s energy goldmine that stretches
along the beaches from Odisha to Kerala.
Yes, because of rich Thorium deposits,
today’s sand is tomorrow’s strength.

Homi Bhabha, the father of India’s nuclear
program, not only envisioned but designed
three-stage nuclear programs in 1954,
Delivered by Bharat’s scientists in 2026.
India moved from Uranium in Stage | to
Plutonium in Stage Il to Thorium in stage III.

India achieved a major milestone in its
three-stage nuclear program by achieving
criticality at the 500 MWe Prototype Fast
Breeder Reactor (PFBR) in Kalpakkam,
Tamilnadu. This achievement marks India’s
entry into the second stage of its nuclear
program that is essential for converting
India’s massive thorium reserve, highest in
the world, into usable fuel.

Like other advanced technologies, the
first world countries have always been
hegemonic with nuclear technology. Bharat
and Bhaba knew it pretty well, which is the
core thought behind this self-reliant vision
and action. India was denied access to
international uranium markets for 34 years

Last Fortnight »

due to being outside

the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation  Treaty
(NPT). The country
with  the largest
Uranium reserve,
Australia, refused
to sell uranium to
India, which  still
remains a contentious
unresolved issue.
Following its
1974 nuclear test,

=E international supplies
were restricted until a
2009 waiver, enabling
imports  for  civil
nuclear energy as of
2010.

India becomes only the second country,
after Russia, to operate a commercial-scale
fast breeder reactor, a technology that
others, including Americans and French,
have failed to sustain. And while the
self-proclaimed first world countries could
not open the door, India got a key to an
energy treasure for coming thousand years.
This pathbreaking invention can transfigure
the global business and politics where India
will continue to remain at the epicenter.
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Percentage
of Thorium Reserve by State
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» New Income Tax Act, 2025 comes into force, replacing the 1961 Act

Starting April 1, PAN applications require extra documents, ending the simplified

Aadhaar-only registration

»  UPI transactions crossed 22.6 billion, reaching a value of X29.53 lakh crore in

Commercial vehicle growth seen moderating to 6% to 7% in FY27 amid

India’s trade deficit shrinks to $20.98 bn in March amid Iran war risks
FICCI appoints Anant Swarup as Secretary General with immediate effect

NBFCs’ reliance on bank borrowings to rise in FY27 on lower rates: Crisil

YouTube to hold back ads during key moments on livestreams
HAL, GE sign tech deal to jointly make jet engines, boost defense ties
SEBI makes it easier for firms to cut IPO size as Iran war hits sentiment

India-US trade deal: Official delegation to visit US next week for talks

March 2026
>
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» Dubai puts property-linked visas under one digital system
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Gold loan boom sees early stress; delinquencies rise with borrower leverage
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A Vision for Smarter, Stronger Urban Living in Odisha
Mr. Sheikh Mairajul Haque

Co-founder AcreRise, President CREDAI Bhubaneswar Chapter,
Chairman Trade Affiliations & Co-chair Policy Advocacy, NAR India

What inspired you to establish such a
successful business?

The inspiration was deeply personal.
Growing up in a middle-class family, | had
big dreams but limited resources. When
you have nothing in your hands but carry
a burning desire to achieve something
meaningful, you are naturally driven to
act. That hunger became my foundation.
| saw a clear gap in Odisha’s real estate
landscape—a need for trust, transparency,
and design-led development—and set out
to build not just homes but lasting value for
customers and communities.

What was your biggest struggle in this
journey?

The biggest struggle was arranging the
initial seed capital. Beyond funding, the
real challenge was earning validation from
your near and dear ones and building trust
within your immediate surroundings. In
a largely unorganized sector, convincing
people—whether investors, family, or |
early customers—that your vision was credible required immense perseverance and
discipline.

What makes your brand stand out?

AcreRise is a deeply customer-first company. Our brand stands out because of
three non-negotiable pillars: customer satisfaction, uncompromising quality, and
most importantly, before-time delivery. We don’t just promise; we deliver ahead of
schedule. That is our unique USP, and it is what keeps our customers coming back and
referring others.

Customers are increasingly looking for affordable housing. What do you prioritize:
affordability or quality?

There is no conflict between quality and affordability. Every good product can be
created in every price range. Affordability does not mean low quality—it means
delivering the best suitable quality within that price bracket. At AcreRise, whether we
are building an affordable home or a premium residence, the commitment to quality
remains absolute.

Even after prioritizing quality, if a customer is dissatisfied with the delivery, how do
you address it?

Frankly, at AcreRise, that has never happened. We prioritize quality at every level and
in every segment—be it affordable, premium, or luxury. In each category, we ensure we
deliver the best quality within that particular range. Our approach is preventive rather
than reactive: we invest so deeply in getting it right the first time that dissatisfaction
simply doesn’t arise.
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This Fortnight

10-20 April: 13th Bhubaneswar International Trade Fair, Janata Maidan
17 April: ISL Football Match, Odisha vs Mohammedan SC, Kalinga Stadium

28 April: ‘Akhi Muthi Anukula’ at OUAT on Akshay Trutiya
28 April: Commencement of Puri Rath Yatra Chariot Construction
28 April: Beginning of 21-day Chandan Yatra Festival

25-26 April: Mahendragiri Eco-Adventure Fest 2026 Organized by Odisha Tourism

>
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Whether in services or manufacturing, the trick is to
stay ahead of the curve. We should not wait to be
disrupted, we should become disruptors ourselves

Anands Mahindnw
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Water War 2047

The war is on while India is celebrating the
100th anniversary of its independence

An Al driven smart interactive billboard in
the hyperloop station displays the upcoming
hydrogen powered car. EV vehicles are getting
phased out as hydrogen vehicles are taking over.
India’s own homegrown thorium ecosystem
is gradually turning it from a consumer to a
supplier. Gulf countries are losing their control
as energy epicenter and the world now have
many centers across the world.
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Sibasis Satapathy

Despite multiple energy sources, the world
has not become peaceful. War keeps visiting
the world every decade to acquire land or
what lies beneath the land. After decades of
peace over the Strait of Hormuz, another war
is imminent. And this time, the war is not for
oil but for water. While transferring freshwater
to Iran, the ship from Brazil, the country with
5.7 trillion cubic meters of freshwater reserve
that is the largest in the world, is obstructed
at the mouth by Israel. Iran and Israel are
fighting on land and sea to secure their water
requirements. But, the war for water is not new.
Cyrus, in 558-528 BC, diverts the Diyalah River
during his war against Nabonidus in Babylon.
Napoleon attempts to re-route Rhine River to
harm Dutch in 1804. April 2025: India declared
suspension of Indus Water Treaty 1960, cutting
free flow of water from Indus, Jhelum, and
Chenab to Pakistan. The long-standing Cauvery
water dispute between Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu that erupted in the 19th century is still
continuing.

With nearly two-thirds of the population are
experiencing severe water scarcity. Affected
by climate change, killing of water bodies,
replacing soil bed with concrete carpet,
massive pollution etc. water scarcity has posed
an existential threat to humans. By 2050,
the urban population facing water scarcity is
projected to double to around 2.4 billion. Cities
like Delhi, Beijing, and Cairo are facing extreme
stress. In 2025, UN backed studies indicate a
99% probability that human activity is causing
unprecedented, drought-driven “Day Zero”
water events. The Middle East and North Africa
(MENA) are the most water-stressed regions,
with countries like Bahrain, Kuwait, and
Lebanon facing critical shortages. As per the
UNESCO, major aquifers are being depleted,
leading to land subsidence, including in cities
like Mexico City and Tehran.

Although on 20 January 2026 at UN
Headquarters, New York, a UN report
declared the dawn of an era of “Global Water
Bankruptcy”, inviting world leaders to facilitate
“honest, science-based adaptation to a new
reality”, but, this has no serious buyer. Global
Water Bankruptcy report also highlighted a
post-crisis condition marked by irreversible
losses of natural water capital and an inability
to bounce back to historic baselines along with
growing list of compacted aquifers, subsided
land in deltas and coastal cities, vanished lakes
and wetlands, and irreversibly lost biodiversity.

In 2014, filmmaker Shekhar Kapur was set to
begin work on his long-delayed film ‘Paani’ that
depicts the scenario many years into the future,
where the earth’s water supply has run-out
and the events and wars that follow as a result.
Despite high expectations for the dystopian
project, the film remains unmade even years
later. What Kapur saw long back, Yash Raj Films
could not and ultimately stepped away from the
film. Like the production house, the people, the
households, the companies, the governments
are all myopic in their approach. They all are
fighting for today without even thinking what
lies beneath and what lies ahead. ‘There is no
tomorrow’... from today, water crisis must be
treated as SOS, indicating immediate danger,
and accordingly, SOPs must be issued.
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Income: Types, Management,

and the Road to Financial Securlt

Income is broadly classified into two categories: Active Income and
Passive Income. The fundamental difference between these two lies in
the requirement of time and effort.

Understanding Active Income: Active income refers to the earnings
an individual generates by investing their time, effort, and skills. It
requires continuous involvement and active participation. The major
forms of active income includes the following.

Salary Income- Earnings received from employment or professional
services. It demands regular time and effort from the individual.
Business Income: Income generated from running a business such as a
shop, factory, or service enterprise.

Freelance Income- Earnings derived from independent work using
one’s skills, such as writing, designing, or programming.

Agricultural Income- Income from farming, fisheries, animal husbandry,
and related activities also falls under active income.

Understanding Passive Income: Passive income, in contrast, does not
require continuous active involvement. It is usually the result of past
investments or efforts. Some common sources include:

Investment Income- Returns such as dividends, capital appreciation
from stocks, bonds, mutual funds, and real estate, as well as interest
from bank or post office deposits.

Pension- Regular income received after retirement.

Rental Income- Earnings from renting out property, land, or equipment.
Royalty Income- Income from ownership of intellectual property such
as books, music, or patents.

Online Income- Revenue from blogs, YouTube channels, or e-books.
Importance of Income and Financial Discipline

Earning income is a fundamental goal of life. Education, skills, and
experience primarily aim at generating income, increasing it over time,
and ultimately achieving financial independence. Without income,
life becomes difficult, as money is essential in every aspect of living.
Mismanagement of income and neglecting its growth can lead to
financial distress. Therefore, disciplined handling of earnings is crucial.

The Prime Earning Years: The age group between 25 and 60 years is
generally considered the most productive earning phase. While some
individuals may earn outside this range, their number is relatively small.
Hence, careful planning, saving, and diversified investment during
these years are essential for long-term financial stability and security.

Financial Planning: A Necessity, Not a Choice. In today’s fast-paced
life, uncertain future, and fluctuating economic conditions, a balanced
financial plan is essential. Financial planning is not limited to saving
money; it involves systematic management of income, expenses,
savings, and investments to achieve life goals.

Key components of financial planning include:

1. Goal Setting

The first step is to define life goals—short-term, medium-term, and
long-term. These may include building a house, children’s education,
marriage, social obligations, travel, or purchasing a vehicle. Each goal
should have a clear timeline and estimated cost.

2. Budgeting

A budget helps track income and expenses. It provides clarity on where
money is being spent and helps control unnecessary expenses, leading
to better savings.

Point of View A4

3. Emergency Fund

Life is unpredictable. Medical emergencies, job loss, or unforeseen
expenses can arise at any time. It is advisable to maintain an emergency
fund equivalent to 3—6 months of expenses in an easily accessible form.
4. Debt Management

Loans may sometimes be necessary for business growth or
emergencies. However, high-interest debts should be repaid on priority
to avoid financial burden.

5. Investment

Saving alone is not sufficient; investing is equally important. Investment
decisions should consider financial goals, time horizon, expected
returns, and risk. Diversification helps reduce risk.

6. Retirement Planning

Planning for retirement is essential to avoid financial difficulties later in
life. The earlier one starts saving and investing, the better the outcomes
due to the power of compounding.

7. Insurance

Insurance provides protection against uncertainties. Life insurance
ensures financial security for the family, while health insurance helps
manage medical expenses. Choosing appropriate coverage is crucial.
8. Tax Planning

Effective tax planning helps reduce tax liability and increases savings.
9. Estate Planning

Estate planning ensures the proper distribution of assets after death. It
minimizes disputes among heirs and ensures that assets are distributed
according to one’s wishes.

10. Review of Financial Plan

Financial planning is a continuous process. Changes in income,
expenses, goals, and economic conditions require regular review and
adjustments.

11. Professional Guidance

If needed, individuals can seek help from financial advisors to create
and manage an effective financial plan tailored to their needs.

Start Early, Stay Consistent. The earning phase is the best time to
develop the habit of saving and investing. Starting from the very first
month of income builds discipline. Over time, these savings grow
significantly due to compounding, providing strong financial support
during retirement. Many individuals begin thinking about retirement
only later in life, by which time valuable years have already been lost.
Accumulating a sufficient retirement corpus then becomes difficult,
often leading to financial stress. Today’s youth are tomorrow’s
senior citizens. In old age, dependence on passive income increases.
Therefore, building multiple sources of passive income should begin
early in one’s earning journey. A well-planned financial life not only
ensures present stability but also guarantees a secure and dignified
future free from financial worries.

Ananta Charan Swain
acswainl961@gmail.com

Iran War Ceasefire

Iran and US have finally reached a fragile
ceasefire and the world can breathe again.
But the war isn’t over yet. Far from it.
Every war comes with its own fog. Hence
the phrase— “Fog of War”. There are
claims, there are allegations and counter
allegations. In this context— Satellite
Imagery by Bilawal Sidhu has been used
to track moment by moment, bit by
bit, terrain by terrain, every moment of
America’s war with Iran.

GOD’S EYE VIEW— Bilawal Sidhu’s
interesting mix of SATELLITE IMAGERY
& ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE provides an

“We could see the commercial air traffic
in the Gulf region trying to make its way
out. Planes had to make their way through
a safe passage while missiles were flying,
and men and women could look at them.”

fifth of the world’s oil is going through this
channel. First you see the initial strikes,
and then the retaliatory strikes. Now we
move to Kharg Island. The terrain of this
island is precarious and dangerous on one
hand, and 90 percent of Iran’s oil goes
through this island. The US has made two
rounds of targeted attacks in that area. If
one is going through a tightly contested
area, that sounds like disaster. The US has
an insane amount of military superiority
that it can easily win from the skies. When
the planes go deep into enemy territory,
satellite imagery becomes very important.
Commercial satellites now have the kind of

overview of every moment of the war and
has been covering every bit of America’s
war on lran.

The UAE has taken a lot from the Iran
invasion, more than even Israel. Let’s take
a look at every twist and turn of the war.
GOD’S EYE VIEW takes a look at the clinical
data. Bilawal Sidhu has been travelling
over the war bit by bit using it. “What
stood out for him as he looked at the
war?” “When he put the layers of the war
together, something interesting emerged.”

When asked how flights have been
operating in this time of war, Bilawal Sidhu
says that it is amazing there hasn’t been
a civilian impact. The reasons are these
planes are more than GPS technology.
When every plane takes a look at the
personal GPS mapping of others, it
becomes an interesting map. The pilots
become aware of the no war zone where
they canfly and find their way aroundit. It is
a miracle of modern technology that there
hasn’t been a fallout. The AIS tracking data
records everything before and after. One

reach military tracking systems had. They
tell us about a plausible future.

When GOD’S EYE VIEW moves into enemy
territory, it shares with us important
satellite imagery. The Iranians are
obviously getting intelligence from the
Chinese and Russians over the Gulf. All we
can say is that the black mirror is coming
forward!

Lippi Parida
lippiparida@gmail.com
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CMO Decides
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Vedanta Aluminium Reaffirms its
Commitment to Odisha on Utkal Dlvas

Vedanta Aluminium, India’s largest producer
of aluminium, delivering 100% value addition
within Odisha, reaffirmed its long-term
commitment to the state on the occasion
ofUtkal Divas. With planned investments of
%1.8 lakh crore in the pipeline and over X1
lakh crore already invested, the company has
generated5 lakh+ employment opportunities
to date. Vedanta’s Odisha operations
including aluminium, power, iron ore, and
related businesses,contribute overX9,000
crore annually to the exchequer and account
for approximately ~3% of the state’s GSDP.
The company operates fully integrated,
world class aluminium assets in the state,
spanning the entire value chain from bauxite
to finished aluminium products. Jharsuguda is
home to the world’s largest aluminium plant,
with a capacity of 1.8 MTPA, while Lanjigarh
houses a 5 MTPA alumina refinery, among
the most strategically significant assets in the
global aluminium supply chain. Anchoring
the next phase of this journey, Vedanta
Aluminium is advancing a 1.8 lakh crore
greenfield project in Odisha’s Dhenkanal and

Rayagada district, envisioned as an integrated
aluminium manufacturing ecosystem. The
project includes a 3 MTPA aluminium smelter,
a 4,900 MW powerplant, a 6 MTPA alumina

refinery, and a world-class downstream
Aluminium Park, enabling seamless upstream
and downstream integration.The proposed
developmentis expected to create up to
50,000 jobs in its initial phase and over 2
lakh employment opportunities over time,
while catalysing a robust ancillary ecosystem,
positioning Odisha as a globally competitive
aluminium hub. Rajiv Kumar, CEO, Vedanta
Aluminium, said, “Aluminium is a critical
metal for India’s future, with demand
projected to rise nearly sixfold by FY2047.
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Rate Pause, Realty Push:
Bhubaneswar Buyers Eye the Right Time to Invest
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Gateway to Wellness:
Why Oral Health is Your Most Vital Asset

In a development that has brought relief to
thousands of aspiring homeowners across
Odisha, the Reserve Bank of India’s decision
to keep the repo rate unchanged has
strengthened confidence in Bhubaneswar’s
residential property market. For a city
rapidly emerging as eastern India’s most
promising Tier-Il real estate destination,
the policy pause offers something every
homebuyer values i.e. certainty.

With most floating-rate home loans
directly linked to the repo benchmark, the
unchanged rate means EMls are expected to
remain stable in the near term. For salaried
professionals, government employees, IT
workers, and young families planning their
first home, this financial predictability
is crucial. It allows buyers to calculate
affordability with greater confidence,
balancing monthly instalments with other
essential household expenses.

The impact is particularly visible in
Bhubaneswar’s  fast-growing residential
corridors such as Patia, Tamando, Khandagiri,
Hanspal, and Pahala, where demand for
apartments, plotted developments, and
gated communities continues to remain
strong. Developers in these locations are
witnessing sustained inquiries from both
end-users and investors, many of whom
were waiting for clarity on the interest
rate trajectory before making a purchase
decision.

Real estate consultants in Odisha believe
the unchanged repo rate could act as a
sentiment booster at a time when the
city is already benefiting from strong
infrastructure-led growth. Projects such as

-Market Trend v

the proposed metro corridor, road widening
initiatives, expansion around Infocity, and

new commercial developments along
the Cuttack-Puri and NH-16 stretches are
improving connectivity and enhancing the
long-term value of residential assets.

For many middle-income families in Odisha,
the decision is as much psychological as it is
financial. Home buying is often the largest
long-term investment for a household, and
stability in loan servicing costs reduces
uncertainty. Buyers who had postponed
decisions in anticipation of rate hikes may
now feel encouraged to move forward,
especially before property prices rise further
in emerging suburbs. The unchanged rate
environment also gives developers better
visibility on demand and sales momentum.
Stable borrowing costs often translate into
improved booking activity, particularly in the
affordable and mid-income segments that
dominate Bhubaneswar’s market. This is
expected to support fresh project launches
in peripheral growth zones over the coming
months.

Marketobserversnotethat Bhubaneswarstill
offers a strong value proposition compared
to larger metros, with relatively affordable
pricing, improving civic infrastructure, and
strong future appreciation potential. In
this backdrop, the RBI’s decision may not
have reduced EMlIs, but it has delivered a
more important advantage—the window of
affordability remains open, and this may be
one of the most stable phases to turn the
dream of owning a home into reality.
Siddharth Pujari
siddharth.pujari@outlook.com

Indian Equities Bounce Back on Easing Crude

Prices and Positive Global

Indian stock markets delivered a sharp

sentiment turnaround, moving from
caution to a broad-based relief rally. The
first half of the month remained volatile
as investors grappled with elevated crude
oil prices, foreign fund outflows, and
uncertainty around the West Asia conflict.
These factors kept both Nifty 50 and BSE
Sensex range-bound with a negative bias,
particularly in oil-sensitive sectors such as
paints, aviation, and consumer durables.

The real shift came in the final few sessions,
culminating in a strong rally on April 15,
when optimism around renewed U.S.-Iran
peace talks pulled Brent crude below $100
per barrel. This significantly improved risk

Risk Sentiment

sentiment for India, a major oil-importing
economy. The Nifty surged 1.49% to
24,198, while the Sensex climbed 1.52% to
78,009, with all 16 sectoral indices ending
in the green.

The recovery was led by banking, IT,
metals, oil marketing companies, and
aviation stocks. Heavyweights such as
HDFC Bank and Reliance Industries gained
strongly, while airlines rallied on hopes of
lower fuel costs. Mid-cap and small-cap
indices outperformed, each rising around
2%, indicating that domestic investors
were willing to re-enter riskier segments.

The April 1-15 period highlights how
sensitive Indian equities remain to global
macro triggers, especially crude oil and
geopolitics. However, the strength of the
rebound also underlines the resilience
provided by domestic SIP inflows and
retail participation. If oil prices remain
contained and foreign outflows moderate,
this rally could evolve into a short-term
trend reversal; otherwise, markets may
continue to trade in a volatile recovery
band.

At Teeth N Smile, we believe that a healthy
smile is more thanjustan aesthetictriumph;
it is the cornerstone of your overall well-
being. Often referred to as the “window to
the rest of your body,” your mouth serves
as a primary entry point for nutrition and
a critical indicator of your systemic health.
When we neglect oral hygiene, we do more
than risk a cavity; we open the door to a
host of complex health challenges. This is a
philosophy | carry through every day, both
in my private practice and in my clinical
work, where the intersection of oral care
and general medicine is most evident.

Dr. Ranjeeta Mohapatra current working as
a dental consultant at BMC hospital, BBSR
and director at Teeth N Smiles dental clinic
near Forest park Rd. BBSR. Both in medical
field as well as among the patients, Dr.
Ranjeeta mohapatra is well-known for
her expertise in treatment and her deep
interest in dental or medical research.

Adentistdoesmorethanfixteeth; werestore
the confidence to speak, the joy of eating,
andthecouragetosmilewithouthesitation.”

her exceptional treatment skills and an
eye for detail, Dr. Mohapatra ensures that
every procedure—from routine fillings
to complex oral surgeries—is executed
with the highest level of proficiency. Her
approach is rooted in the belief that dental
visits should be restorative, not stressful.

Beyond the biological implications, the
functional role of dental health is vital for
a high quality of life. At Teeth N Smile, we
focus on preventive care—regular cleanings,

early screenings, and patient education—
to ensure that minor issues never escalate
into debilitating pain. Whether treating
patients at the clinic or managing acute
cases at hospital, the goal remains
the same: to provide comprehensive,
empathetic care that respects the vital
link between the mouth and the body.

.

-
¥

Investing in your oral health is an
investment in your future. We invite you to
visit us at Teeth N Smile Forest park road,
BBSR where we combine advanced clinical
techniques with a personalized touch to
keep your smile and your health in peak
condition.

Under the expert guidance of Dr. Ranjeeta
Mohapatra, patients receive a standard of
care that blends clinical precision with a
gentle, patient-centric touch. Known for

» Continued From P1 vV AVision for Urban Living
»
What are your ongoing projects and future ventures?
AcreRise currently has a few mega iconic projects in Bhubaneswar, including AcreRise
Azure, AcreRise Aura, AcreRise Amantran, and the landmark township One World.
Looking ahead, we are venturing into exciting new asset classes—Holiday Homes,
Hospitality, and Plotted Layout Development—marking a significant expansion of our
portfolio and our vision for the region.

How do you instill ownership among employees?

We are a very young and energetic company—our employees’ average age is notably
low. We empower our people to make decisions as a team. There is no boss-employee
culture at AcreRise. We respect everybody’s decisions, and there is no hierarchy to
obstruct any initiative. It is autonomy, not authority, that drives us. When individuals
feel trusted and empowered, ownership follows naturally.

As the President of CREDAI Bhubaneswar Chapter and Chairman Trade Affiliations
& Co-chair Policy Advocacy, NAR India, what is your focus in bringing reform to the
realty sector in Odisha?

My focus spans several critical areas. | am actively working on policy advocacy—
especially in Odisha—to bring greater transparency to the real estate industry and
push for the implementation of ease-of-doing-business policies by the government.
Beyond this, | am also championing initiatives around skill development and
environmental sustainability. The aim is to build a more robust, structured, and future-
ready real estate ecosystem where developers can operate efficiently, investors feel
confident, and homebuyers benefit from trust, quality, and timely delivery.

Rising real estate prices in the Twin Cities—your view?

| don’t entirely accept this characterization. Bhubaneswar is fundamentally a mid-
segment market. You can find a property worth X50 lakhs, and you can also find one
at X5 crore—there is adequate supply across every segment. The perception of high
pricing often arises from unfair comparisons. If we are comparing ourselves with
bigger cities, we must ask: are we comparing with their core areas or their outskirts?
When you compare apple to apple, Bhubaneswar is not a high-priced city. That said,
structured land allocation, infrastructure-led expansion, and streamlined policies
remain essential for sustainable growth.

What is your definition of success?

For me, success is simple yet profound. It means being healthy, having a peaceful life,
and having enough free time to spend with your family and loved ones. It means not
having to stretch your hand before anyone for your needs and desires. Above all, it
means being able to contribute meaningfully to society.

What will be your advice to aspiring entrepreneurs?

My success mantra for aspiring entrepreneurs is this: stick to your ideas, even for
the long run. Always be true to yourself and your vision. Never cheat anybody, and
never look for shortcuts to achieve anything. Sustainable success is always a result of
consistency, integrity, and trust.
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Swosti Grand Launches New Takeaway and
Online Ordering Outlet for Blrlvanl, Kebabs

The love for biriyani is universal. The
irresistible aroma of slow cooked rice, the
richness of spices, and the comfort of a
well-prepared meal make biriyani more
than just food—it is an experience. Bringing
this experience in a convenient and
modern format, the Swosti Group proudly
announces the launch of Grand Biriyani
& Kebabs, a new takeaway and online
ordering outlet at Swosti Grand, near the
Railway Station at Master Canteen.

The outlet specializes in traditional
preparation methods, with a highlight on
its signature matka biriyani, where rice,
spices, and vegetables or meats are slow-
cooked in sealed clay pots to retain their
rich aroma, flavour, and texture. The menu
features a wide variety of vegetarian and
non-vegetarian biriyanis, including popular
styles such as Lucknowi, Hyderabadi, and
Bengali. Complementing the biriyanis is
an extensive selection of kebabs—from
paneer and mushroom delicacies to
flavourful chicken and mutton options—
prepared using time-honoured marinades
and expertly grilled to perfection.

Designed exclusively as a takeaway and
online ordering outlet, Grand Biriyani &
Kebabs does not offer dine-in facilities.
This concept allows the brand to focus on
superior food quality, secure packaging,
and efficient service, making it ideal for
families, corporate orders, and customers
seeking restaurant-quality meals in the
comfort of their homes.

Speaking on the launch, Mr. Abhisek Nath,
Area Vice President, Swosti Group said, “With
Grand Biriyani & Kebabs, we aim to bring
authentic flavours in a convenient takeaway
format while maintaining the quality and
hospitality standards that Swosti is known for.”
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WEST ODISHA STORY

Governor Urges Graduates to
Become Job Creators at IIM
Sambalpur Convocation

Babu
Kambhampati on Saturday
called upon the graduating

Governor Dr. Hari

students of the Indian
Institute of Management,
Sambalpur (lIM-S) to become
job creators rather than
job  seekers, emphasising
the growing opportunities
in  entrepreneurship  and
innovation in India. He
was addressing the 10th
Convocation held at the
Konark Auditorium of
the premier B-school in
Sambalpur. The Governor
highlighted the country’s
“unprecedented startup
revolution,” driven by flagship
initiatives such as Startup
India, Digital India, Make in
India and Skill India. Under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, he said, India
is steadily emerging as a global
hub for startups, technology
and innovation, supported
by a strong ecosystem of
funding, mentorship and
policy backing. Expressing

appreciation for the institute,
he described 1IM Sambalpur
as a symbol of innovation,
inclusiveness and academic
excellence, blending cultural
heritage with modern,
technology-driven  learning.
He congratulated graduates
from MBA, Executive MBA,
MBAfor Working Professionals
and doctoral programmes,
while also acknowledging
the contributions of faculty
members and parents.

During the occasion, the
convocation address  was
delivered by Guest of Honour
Prativa Mohapatra, Vice-
President and Managing
Director of Adobe India.
The Director’s Report was
presented by Prof. Mahadeo
Prasad  Jaiswal, Director
of IIM Sambalpur, while
Prof. Chandan Chowdhury,

Chairperson-in-Charge of
the Board of Governors, IIM
Sambalpur, delivered the
welcome address.
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Growth Central A4

Shaktikanta Das Visits World Skill Center,
Rewews Advanced Training Infrastructure

Shaktikanta Das, Principal Secretary to the Hon’ble
Prime Minister of India, visited the World Skill
Center (WSC), Bhubaneswar, today, reaffirming
the growing national focus on advanced skill
development as a cornerstone of India’s
economic transformation. Shri Das reviewed
WSC’s state-of-the-art Centres of Excellence
in Vertical Transportation, Air Conditioning &
Refrigeration, Beauty & Wellness, and the School
of Hospitality. He appreciated the institution’s
advanced infrastructure, modern training
methodologies, and strong emphasis on industry-
aligned, outcome-driven skill development. Smt. Anu Garg, IAS, Chief Secretary of Odisha, and
Shri Bhupendra Singh Poonia, Commissioner-cum-Secretary, Skill Development & Technical
Education (SD&TE), Government of Odisha accompanied Shri Das during the visit. He engaged
in interactions with WSC’s senior leadership, including Shri Rashmi Ranjan Mohapatra, Chief
Executive Officer; Shri Pinaki Patnaik, Additional Secretary, SD&TE and Chief Operating Officer,
WSC and Dr. Subhanga Kishore Das, Principal. These discussions provided valuable insights into
Odisha’s evolving skill landscape, showcasing WSC as a flagship institution driving excellence
in technical education and training. Key deliberations revolved around enhancing workforce
readiness of skilled talent pool, continuously improving the quality and relevance of training
programs,andaligningskillinginitiatives withemergingglobalindustrydemands. Theimportance
of deepening collaboration between government, industry, and training institutions to ensure
employment-oriented, future-focused skill development was strongly emphasized. Shri Das’
visit underscored the Government of Odisha’s strategic vision to empower youth with cutting-
edge skills, foster innovation in training delivery, and create better livelihood opportunities.
The World Skill Center continues to play a transformative role in nurturing burgeoning talents,
positioning Odisha as a hub of excellence in skill development and contributing significantly to
India’s journey towards inclusive growth and global competitiveness.
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Odisha Mining Corporation Achieves Highest
Ever Mineral Production in FY 2025 26

Odisha Mining Corporation Ltd.
(OMC) has achieved a significant
milestone in FY 2025-26,
recording highest ever mineral
production of 44.82 million
tones. The Corporation’s iron &
ore production in the fiscal also
registered highest ever output
of 40.02 million tonnes, a
growth of 12.06% Y-o-Y. Chrome
ore production during the year
stood at 1.69 million tonnes, while bauxite production reached 2.83 million tonnes, with
mines meeting their production targets through improved operational efficiency, better
coordination, and focused execution.

The overall sales of minerals stood at 42.524 million tonnes during FY 2025-26, contributing
to the Corporation achieving its highest ever revenue of 25,300 crore (provisional),
reflecting the Corporation’s effort in creating industrial ecosystem in the State and
propelling the economic growth of the State as well as the Country. OMC continues to place
strong emphasis on scientific and sustainable mining practices, including environmental
management, dust suppression systems, afforestation, water conservation and adoption
of modern IT-driven technology for safe and efficient mining operations. Through
its Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiatives, OMC continues to work towards
development of communities in mining areas with focused interventions in healthcare,
education, drinking water, sanitation, livelihood promotion, skill development, and rural
infrastructure, contributing to inclusive growth in the region. The overall achievement
reflects the collective efforts of employees across mines and regions, enabling functions,
and the guidance of senior leadership.
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Paradip Port Authority Moves Ahead on Rs 1,000 Crore Cruise Terminal in Puri

Puri is set to get a world-class cruise
terminal worth Rs 1,000 crore, with
Paradip Port Authority (PPA) Chief
Engineer Himanshu Sekhar  Rout
conducted a detailed site inspection.
Announced in March, the project is a
joint initiative of PPA and the Odisha
government aimed at transforming Puri
into a major tourism and infrastructure
hub. The terminal will be built at
Sipasarubali Mouza, strategically
located near the upcoming Puri
International Airport and along the

new Puri Bypass road. The larger plan
also includes a 1,500-acre modern
township in the Sipasarubali area.
Once operational, the terminal will
enable cruise connectivity between
Puri, Paradip, Visakhapatnam, and the
Andaman & Nicobar Islands, opening new
routes for domestic and international
sea tourism. Officials said the facility
will feature modern passenger handling
systems, immigration and customs
services, docking infrastructure for large
vessels, hospitality zones, recreational

areas, and commercial spaces. Security
arrangements and eco-friendly measures
will be integrated to ensure sustainable
coastal development. The cruise terminal
will complement the Samuka Beach
Project, which seeks to develop Puri’s
beachfront as an international-standard
destination. Experts say the project is
expected to boost tourism-led economic
growth, create large-scale employment,
strengthen  local  businesses and
hospitality industries, and upgrade the
region’s urban infrastructure.
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they remained as a confused positioning.
But, TATA Motors used all these setbacks for
future strategic moves to achieve a stunning
turnaround by jumping from a mere 4.8%
passenger vehicle market share in FY20 to a
top-three spot by FY24. This jump from a near-
debt trap to transformative journey is one of
the most remarkable corporate turnarounds
in India’s automobile history.

Even after series of setbacks, TATA Motors
took the bravest steps. In 2008 they acquired
Jaguar Land Rover (JLR). Although it made

2019 under Chairman N. Chandrasekaran and
CEO Guenter Butschek, followed by Shailesh
Chandra in the PV and EV business. Tata
Motors reintroduced operational discipline.
They phased out weak models and started
building around strong new platforms. They
worked on brand building and repositioned
its brand from “affordable” to “aspirational”.
The results: perception changed, profitability
improved. With SUV leadership through
Harrier and Safari and EV leadership through
Nexon EV and Punch EV, today, it’s the
flagbearer of India’s automotive revival, with
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the company more volatile and capital- g ccessful SUVs, a growing EV lineup, and a Singapore e t 1.34%
hungry, this brave step made TATA Motors 1o _anergized global business. What turned

look confident by enhancing their brand  5.,nq TATA was not just building better Japan Q L 0.75%
perception. Access to technology and global  yehicles, rather building an ecosystem that 4

footprint were also part of the package. In nects design and digital innovation across Switzerland O 0%

the early 2010s, Tata Motors continued to

product line.
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