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Odisha Shines in India’s Solar Surge

AsIndiagrappledwithintense summerheat
in April 2026, pushing electricity demand
to record highs, solar energy—supported
significantly by states like Odisha—played
a crucial role in maintaining grid stability.

The country successfully met an all-time
peak demand of around 256 GW in late
April, highlighting both rising consumption
and the growing importance of renewable
energy in India’s power mix.

A key highlight of this period was the
increasing contribution of solar energy
during peak load hours. On April 25-26,
solar power contributed around 21-22%
of total electricity generation at peak
demand, with output exceeding 57 GW.
This marked a structural shift in India’s
energy landscape, where solar is no longer
just a supplementary source but a critical
pillar during daytime peak consumption.

Within this national transition, Odisha has
emerged as aleading contributorin rooftop
solar adoption, particularly under schemes
like PM Surya Ghar. The state’s proactive
policies, faster approvals, and strong
consumer participation have positioned
it at the forefront of decentralized solar
growth. Rooftop installations in Odisha
are especially significant because they
generate electricity at the point of
consumption, reducing transmission
losses and easing pressure on the grid
during peak hours.

Last Fortnight »

This decentralized generation becomes
highly valuable during April’s peak demand
window, when cooling loads surge across
the country. Rooftop solar systems in
urban centers, including Bhubaneswar,

thereby

help offset daytime demand,
lowering stress on conventional thermal
power plants. With an estimated potential
of up to 10 GW of rooftop solar capacity,
Odisha has the scale to further enhance
its contribution to national peak load
management.

From an energy security perspective, the
implications are significant. India’s ability
to meet record demand without major
outages reflects improved grid resilience,
supported by renewable integration. Solar
energy reduces dependence on imported
fossil fuels, mitigates price volatility,
and enhances sustainability. Moreover,
distributed solar like rooftop systemsadds
a layer of localized energy security, making
the grid less vulnerable to disruptions.

In conclusion, the April 2026 peak demand
period underscores a critical transition:
India’s energy security is increasingly
being powered by the sun, with states like
Odisha playing a pivotal role. As rooftop
adoption accelerates and solar capacity
expands, renewable energy is set to
become the backbone of India’s future
power strategy.

»  GST Record: April collections hit a historic all-time high of X2.43 lakh crore

» Gaming Ban: New “Online Gaming Authority” begins operations today to curb

illegal betting

» Commercial LPG: 19kg cylinder prices hiked to 3,071.50 in Delhi starting today

» Credit Card Relief: RBI’s 3-day grace period for late payments takes effect today

» India-NZ FTA: India and New Zealand officially signed a landmark Free Trade

Agreement

» Ladakh Update: Government formally approves the creation of 5 new districts in

Ladakh

v

Export Tax Cut: Centre slashes windfall tax on Diesel and ATF exports

» Cash Tracking: PAN now mandatory for annual cash transactions exceeding 10

lakh

v

Green Energy: India’s first mega Green Hydrogen plant starts trial runs in Gujarat

» RS Merger: Seven AAP MPs officially merged with BJP in the Rajya Sabha

» IPL 2026: BCCI officially announced that the IPL Grand Final will be hosted at the
Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad

P ISRO Aditya-L1: Successfully captured major solar flares for advanced space

research

» Toll Reform: ‘One Nation” One Toll policy launched, cutting travel costs by 10%

\4

Bank KYC: RBI sets May 31 deadline for high-risk customer KYC completion

» EV Subsidy: Government launches FAME-III scheme with 210,000 crore to

promote electric vehicles
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This Fortnight

1st May: Buddha Jayanti, Boudha Pitha, Ratnagiri, Jajpur
2nd-11th May: Adivasi Mahotsav, Upper Baliyatra Ground, Cuttack

3rd May: Release of book ‘ODISHA Roadmap towards 5th Largest Economy of Bharat’,
IMMT Auditorium, Bhubaneswar

3rd to 4th May: 14th Buddha Mahotsav, Buddha Vihar, Maniabandha
5th May: World Cartoonist Day, Rotary Bhawan, Bhubaneswar

7th May: Release of ‘SriJagannath’s Podhuan Yatra’ book and felicitation ceremony,
Geetagobinda Sadan, Bhubaneswar

7th May: Play ‘Sworgare Lockdown’, Bhanja Kalamandap, Bhubaneswar.

7th to 10th May: Youth Training Camp by Prajna Foundation, Badajharilo,
Phulanakhara, Cuttack

9th-10th May: MOTHER's Shishu Mahotsav, Competition, Annual Day and Award
Ceremony, Jayadev Bhawan, Bhubaneswar >

Leadership is the self-confidence of working
with people smarter than you
Azim Premji
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Nationalism: The new
Politics and the Policy

The Mahabharata describes “Bharata”
as a legendary ancient king from
whose lineage the root name of India,
“Bharatvarsha,” is derived. The 2023 G20
Summit was held in New Delhi under
the theme “G20 Bharat, Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam”. With this eternal phrase
from the Maha Upanishad (Chapter 6,
Verse 72), the theme emphasized the
new wave of nationalism in India that is
Bharat.
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Sibasis Satapathy

Love for a nation, believed Chanakya, is
not proved by slogan alone, but by shared
action. Following the idea of nationalism
by Chanakya, India was first unified as a
single state under Chandragupta Maurya
in 3rd Century BC.

‘Sarfaroshi ki tamanna..” Nationalism
demands devotion with a heightened
feeling of pride for your own country; a
feeling that your country is better than
others. The pride of nationalism coupled
with party politics and government policy
is the new nationalism.

Donald Trump’s campaign of “America
First” and “Make America Great Again”
are set in a very distinctively nationalist
direction, although his  definition
of “American” excludes quite a few
immigrant groups.

‘lam Giorgia, lamawoman, | am a mother,
| am Italian, | am Christian and don’t take
it away from me,” is sufficiently firm in its
cry for protection of Italians. Meloni’s win
became the model for nationalists across
Europe including Hungary, France, and
Germany.

In China, nationalism serves two key
functions:  reinforcing the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP)’s legitimacy and
supporting the country’s global ambitions.
Far from being outdated, nationalism is a
cornerstone of China’s current strategy.

As per Pew Research Center publication,
96% of Indian adults universally take great
pride in their Indian identity. And in case
of younger educated Indians (college
graduates of 18-34 vyears) this pride
factor moves up to 97%. The present
government led by the BJP knew this
much before which got reflected through
their election campaign where the youth
were mobilised through slogans like
‘bharat mata ki jai’ and ‘vande mataram’.

Nationalism has had a profound impact
on India’s socio-political landscape,
shaping its journey. Policies aim to
boost self-reliance, promoting domestic
manufacturing to foster economic
strength, a trend often categorized as a
nationalistic economic policy.

India’s current policy strongly emphasizes
a form of “New Nationalism” blending
civilizational pride with assertive, self-
reliant development. The policy, often
termed “Atmanirbhar Bharat”, aims to
project India as “Viksit Bharat”. From
import to export, from defense buyer to
missile exporter, nationalism driven policy
formulation has already started yielding
results. From Rs.1,522 crore in FY17 to
Rs.21,803 crore in FY24, India’s defense
exports have gone up 14 times. Countries
like Myanmar, Mauritius, Vietnam, and
Maldives are guarding their nationalism
on the land and in the sky with Make in
India missiles.
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Justice doesn’t Start in Court- It Starts with Awareness

In recent times, important observations
from the Supreme Court of India and
various High Courts have brought a much-
needed conversation back into focus-
law is not meant to exist only in books,
courtrooms, or among legal professionals.
It is meant to be understood by the very
people it is designed to protect.

Thismaysoundobvious, butinreality, alarge
section of our society still lives at a distance
from the law. Rights exist, remedies exist,
protections exist-but awareness does not.
And without awareness, even the strongest
legal framework becomes ineffective.

The courts have rightly pointed out that
access to justice is not limited to the ability
to approach a court. It begins much earlier-
with the ability to understand that a wrong
has been committed, to know that a remedy
exists, and to have the confidence to seek
it. This understanding is not instinctive; it
comes only through legal education and
awareness.

Institutions like the Legal Services
Authorities have been entrusted with
the responsibility of bridging this gap.
However, the challenge today is not just
about conducting awareness camps or
distributing pamphlets. It is about making
thelawrelatable. Itisaboutexplaining rights

in a language |
people speak, in =
situations  they |
recognize, and in
a manner they
can act upon.

From my
experience of
working  closely
with individuals,
businesses, and
institutions, one
reality stands out
clearly-people do
not avoid the law; they avoid what they do
not understand. A small business owner
hesitates to enforce contractual rights. An
employee tolerates workplace harassment.
A consumer accepts unfair practices. Not
because the law is absent, but because
clarity is.

The observations of the judiciary also
highlight a deeper concern-the gap
between legal knowledge and its practical
application. Laws are often drafted with
precision, but not always with accessibility.
Procedures are designed for accuracy, but
not necessarily for ease. This creates a
system where the law exists, but its reach
remains limited.

If we truly aim for a just society, legal

awareness cannot remain a secondary
effort. It must become part of our everyday
conversations-within workplaces, schools,
communities, and businesses. The use of
simple language, regional communication,

and digital platforms can play a
transformative role in this direction.

The message from the courts is clear, and
it is timely. Justice should not begin at the
courtroom door. It should begin at the level
of understanding. Because when people
understand the law, they do not just seek
justice-they strengthen it.

Adv. Ssonali Satpathy
advocatesonalisatpathy@gmail.com
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CMO Decides
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CSR Record A4

LVPEI@Home: LV Prasad Eye Institute’s
Unique Service for the Elderly

LVPEI@Home is an innovative at-home
eye care service that provides quality eye
care in the comfort of their home, for the
elderly and mobility challenged. Building
on a shared commitment to eliminate
avoidable blindness and improve access to
quality eye care, L V Prasad Eye Institute
(LVPEI) and Standard Chartered Bank’s
‘Seeing is Believing’continues to expand
the scope and impact of LVPEI@Home.
The partnership reflects a shared vision of
building sustainable healthcare models,
in response to India’s growing elderly
population and evolving healthcare needs.
Since its inception on World Sight Day 2024,
LVPEI@Home has offered its services to over
66590 elderly and mobility challenged. 950
spectacles were dispensed at no cost to the
elderly from economically disadvantaged
backgrounds, and 326 surgeries were
performed. It has significantly strengthened
access to comprehensive eye care services
inand around the eight centres (Hyderabad,
Bhubaneswar, Visakhapatnam, Vijayawada,
Madanapalle, Siricilla, Berhampur) offering
this service.

Delivering Eye Care at the Doorstep
LVPEI@Home is presently available at eight

locations (Four Urban & Four Rural) across
the LVPEI network with plans to expand

to more. The service enables patients
to schedule appointments via phone,
following which a trained vision technician
or optometrist conducts a comprehensive
eye examination at home.

“LVPEI@Home is transforming eye care for
our ageing population by bringing world-
class diagnostics and treatment right to
their doorsteps, preventing blindness,
where mobility is a barrier,” says Dr
Suryasnata Rath, Network Head — Elderly
Eye Care &LVPEI@Home, at the Mithu Tulsi
Chanrai campus,Bhubaneswar.

Vedanta Aluminium Deploys Heat

Vedanta  Aluminium, India’s largest
producer of aluminium, has deployed multi-
prongedheat relief efforts in Jharsuguda,
one of the districts currently experiencing
severe heat stress amid ongoing heat
wave conditions in western Odisha, to
mitigate health risks and facilitate easier
access to drinking water during the peak
summer months. Aimed at supporting both
employees and community members, the
initiatives are set to benefit more than 2
lakh people. As part of these efforts, the
company has established 6 water kiosks,
locally known as Jalachhatras, in high footfall
locations across Jharsuguda, including BTM
Chowk, Kishan Chowk, New Bus Stand
Chowk, Badheimunda Chowk and Old Bus
Stand Chowk. Strategically positioned to
serve residents, commuters and daily wage
workers, these kiosks offer vital respite from

Relief Efforts across Jharsuguda

extreme summer heat. Addltlonally, drinking
water supply has been strengthened through
tankers and dedicated distribution points at
over 20 locations in Jharsuguda, ensuring
consistent access to safe and potable
water even in the most remote habitations.
Highlighting the significance of the initiative,
C Chandru, CEO-Vedanta Jharsuguda, said
“The health and wellbeing of our employees
and the communities around us remain a
top priority.
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Realty Reality v

Speed, Cost, Efficient & Smart: Prefab

Gains Ground in Bhubaneswar Realty

Faster construction, lower costs, and sustainability
drive adoption in Odisha’s growing real estate market

As the city’s real estate sector expands
rapidly, prefabricated (prefab)
construction materials are emerging as a
transformative force in both residential
and commercial development. Driven
by the need for faster project delivery,
cost efficiency, and sustainable practices,
developers in Bhubaneswar are gradually
embracing this modern construction
methodology.

Prefab construction involves
manufacturing building components—
such as walls, panels, and structural
modules—in factories and assembling
them on-site. This shift from traditional
brick-and-mortar techniques to off-
site production is significantly reducing
construction timelines. In many cases,
prefab structures can be completed in
weeks rather than months, offering a
major advantage in a market where timely
delivery is critical.

The economic benefits are equally
compelling.  Prefabrication minimizes
material  wastage, reduces labour

dependency, and ensures better quality
control through standardized production.
Developers often achieve lower overall
project costs due to reduced labour
hours and efficient resource utilization,
making prefab an attractive option for
both affordable housing and large-scale
commercial projects.

In Bhubaneswar, where infrastructure
growth is accelerating through booming
real estate and office construction sector,
and housing schemes, prefab materials are

_Market Trend v

particularly relevant. Government-backed
programmes such as Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY) have increased the demand
for faster and scalable housing solutions,
indirectly supporting the adoption of
prefab techniques. The broader Indian
prefab construction market itself is
witnessing strong growth, projected to
expand steadily in the coming years due
to urbanization and housing demand.
From a sustainability perspective, prefab
construction aligns well with modern
environmental  goals.  Factory-based
production leads to up to 20% reduction
in material waste and better energy
efficiency compared to conventional
construction. Additionally, reduced on-
site activity lowers dust, noise, and
environmental disruption, an important
factor in urban areas like Bhubaneswar.

However, challenges remain. Limited
awareness among buyers, higher initial
setup costs, and logistical issues in
transporting large prefab components
can slow adoption. There is also a
perception among some consumers that
prefab structures are less durable, though
modern technology has largely addressed
these concerns.

Despitethese hurdles, the outlook remains
positive. With Bhubaneswar evolving
into a key Tier-Il real estate hub, prefab
materials are set to play a crucial role in
shaping the city’s construction future. As
developers seek speed, efficiency, and
sustainability, prefab construction is no
longer an alternative—it is fast becoming
a necessity.

From Rally to Resistance:
Indian Markets Enter Consolidation Phase

Last fortnight, Indian stock markets
witnessed a highly volatile yet range-
bound phase, shaped largely by global
macroeconomic  developments and
fluctuating crude oil prices. The period
began on a strong note, with benchmark
indices rallying sharply on April 15—
Sensex surged past 78,000 and Nifty
crossed 24,200—driven by optimism
around easing geopolitical tensions and
improved global sentiment.

However, this optimism proved short-
lived. In the days that followed, markets
struggled to sustain momentum as rising
crude oil prices and uncertainty around
the war weighed heavily on investor
sentiment. By April 24, both indices
had declined around 1% in multiple
sessions, reflecting cautious trading and
risk aversion, particularly in IT and oil-
sensitive sectors.

On April 29, markets rebounded strongly,
with the Sensex gaining over 600 points
and the Nifty approaching the 24,200
mark again, supported by gains in FMCG,
auto, and telecom stocks.

Yet, volatility persisted till the end

of the month. On April 30, markets
again turned weak as crude oil surged
sharply, triggering broad-based selling
across sectors. The Nifty slipped below
24,000 while the Sensex fell over 1%,
highlighting the continued sensitivity of
Indian equities to global energy prices
and geopolitical risks.

The April 15-30 phase underscores a
classic “push-pull” market dynamic—
where strong domestic liquidity and
buying interest are counterbalanced
by global uncertainties, especially
oil and foreign fund outflows. While
underlying resilience remains intact, the
market appears to be in a consolidation
zone, awaiting clearer global cues for a
decisive directional move.

v Health & Wealth

Rising Need For Rheumatology Care in Today’s World
Dr. Prativa Sethi, Clinical Immunologlst & Rheumatologist

The human immune system is a finely balanced
network that protects the body from disease
while maintaining internal harmony. However,
when this system turns against the body, it leads
toautoimmuneandrheumatological disorders—
conditions that are often chronic, complex, and
life-altering. The field of Clinical Immunology
and Rheumatology plays a crucial role in
diagnosing and managing these conditions,
significantly improving patients’ quality of life.

Dr. Prativa Sethi, a dedicated Clinical
Immunologist and Rheumatologist, emphasizes
the growing importance of early recognition and
management of autoimmune diseases. “With
the increasing burden of immune-mediated
disorders, timely intervention and specialized
care are more important than ever,” she notes.
Currently serving as an Assistant Professor in
Rheumatology at IMS & SUM Medical College
and Hospital, Bhubaneswar, Dr. Sethi is actively
involved in both patient care and academic
training. Her role allows her to contribute
not only to clinical excellence but also to
shaping the next generation of physicians.
Dr. Sethi completed her MBBS from AlIMS
Bhubaneswar, followed by an MD in Internal

Beyond clinical practice, Dr. Sethi has a deep
interestinresearch.Shehascontributedtoseveral

national and international journals, adding
valuable insights to the field of rheumatology.
Her work has also gained international
recognition, including presentation at the
prestigious American College of Rheumatology
Convergence in the United States, where
she shared her research with global experts.

“Medicines may control disease, but
compassionate care transforms lives,” Dr.
Sethi believes. Known for her patient-centered

approach, she focuses not just on treating illness
butonunderstanding each patient’s journey. Her
empathetic communication and holistic outlook
make her a trusted name among patients.

Dr. Sethi envisions making rheumatology care
more accessible and affordable, particularly
in Odisha, where specialized services remain
limited. Her goal is to bridge this gap by
establishing comprehensive and patient-friendly
rheumatology care services in the region.

Medicine from AIIMS Rishikesh. Driven by

her passion for understanding complex

immune disorders, she pursued a DM in  With her blend of clinical expertise, research
Clinical Immunology and Rheumatology acumen, and unwavering dedication to
from AIIMS Rishikesh—one of India’s patient care, Dr. Prativa Sethi represents a

premier institutions. Her academic journey
reflects both excellence and a commitment
to advancing medical knowledge.

new generation of physicians committed to
advancing healthcare while staying rooted in
compassion.
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SOUTH SIDE ODISHA

Young Innovators of CUO Transform Farming
Challenges into Award-Winning Solution
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The Department of Agriculture, Central
University of Odisha (CUQ), proudly
announces its outstanding achievement
at  INNOVISION 2026 “Innovative
Solutions for Technical Problems,” held
on 26th April 2026 at Synergy Institute of
Technology, Phulnakhara, Bhubaneswar,
in collaboration with SKD Patent Services,
Kolkata. CUO secured the 1st Prize among
65 registered innovations of which 35 were
shortlisted for the final round with model
presentations. This remarkable success has
brought immense pride to the University, its
students and their families. The innovation
was presented by Ms. Swapnarani Biswal
(3rd  Year B.Sc. Agriculture) and Ms.
Abhisikta Sahu (2nd Year B.Sc. Agriculture),
who represented the Department with
dedication and excellence. Prof. N. C.
Panda, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor,l/c., CUO,

appreciated the Department, students, and
collaborating scientists for their dedication
and innovation in addressing real-world
agricultural challenges. Dr. Manjushree
Singh, Head, Department of Agriculture
expressed her appreciation for the students’
dedication and emphasized that such
innovations align with the vision of improving
farmers’ livelihoods in the Koraput region
through sustainable and practical solutions.
The award-winning innovation addresses
a critical issue in large-scale agriculture.
In conventional broadcasting methods of
sowing, small and lightweight seeds are
often displaced during irrigation especially
under flood irrigation leading to uneven
distribution, poor germination and reduced
productivity. To address this challenge,
the team developed a solar-powered seed
pelleting (coating) machine.
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Royal Enfield: The CEO rode the
bikes to build its Glory Road

Royal Enfield, the dream motorbike of the young
Indian was once a nightmare for the company
as well as for the 26 years old Siddhartha Lal,
who got appointed as CEO in 2000. Royal
Enfield, which Eicher acquired in 1994, was
losing customers, plagued by engine seizures
and oil leaks, and struggling to compete in an
increasingly crowded motorcycle market.

Lal, in order to fix the issues with the
motorcycles, rode the bikes himself for long
distances and on varied terrain, logging the
experience of a customer rather than an
executive. After riding hundreds of miles, he
found out that the products were unreliable,
uncomfortable, and far from consumer tastes
& preferences.

Then came the changes. And, first, the core
product went through the transformation like
the gear shift was standardised to the left side,
aluminum engines replaced the older design,
addressing the oil leakage problems, etc. In
parallel, Lal undertook a repositioning of the
brand that was arguably more consequential
than any single product fix.In parallel,
Siddharth Lal undertook a repositioning of the
brand. He repositioned Royal Enfield around
the idea of “pure motorcycling,” a leisure and
lifestyle brand.

The launch of the Royal Enfield Classic
between 2008 and 2009 is the moment
that most analysts point to as the inflection
point of the turnaround.The motorcycles

,J\‘

combined the vintage V|sual identity and
signature engine character of the old Enfields

with the reliability and refinement that
the new engineering work had delivered.
Sales trajectory reflected the change. Annual
volumes, which had been only 25,000 units in
2005, reached 300,000 units by 2014.

By 2015, thedomesticrevivalwassecureenough
for Lal to turn his attention to international
markets. He relocated to the UK personally to
oversee Royal Enfield’s global expansion. The
company established a technical center in the
UK and began hiring engineers and product
specialists from Harley-Davidson, Triumph, and
Ducati. Through his vision and action, Royal
Enfield attracted international customers.

The company launched Hunter 350 with a
deliberate attempt to bring younger, urban
buyers into the fold. From road to perdition,
Royal Enfield transformed and shifted into top
gear on the express road of successful journey.
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